
Monday,  20 July

08:00 General
Registration
Venue - Main hall
Where:  Entry hall of the university building, Universitätsring 1, 1010
Vienna

When:  We kindly ask you to be at the registration at least 20 min
prior to your sessions. 

Please note that the registration closes at 11:00 am. If your session is in
the afternoon, please make sure you have registered in the morning. 

What to bring: ID 

For poster presenters: Please bring your printed poster to the
registration desk. The RC21 staff will then proceed to exhibit them.

Thank you for your cooperation! 

Best, 

Yuri Kazepov and the local organising team

09:00 Workshop : RT 6
Mutations of Urbanism: Illiberal cities and what to do about them
Venue - Erika Weinzierl Saal
Organised by: Prof. Jeff Maskovsky (Panel Chair), Prof. Ay!e Ça"lar (Panel
Chair), Julian Brash (Discussant), Cindi Katz (Discussant), Penn Ip
(Discussant), Sharryn M. Kasmir (Discussant), and Omnia Khalil
(Discussant)
Liberalism is all too frequently associated with urban political formations.
Across the world, cities are often celebrated as cosmopolitan antidotes to
ethnic nationalist, authoritarian, and reactionary political developments.
They are frequently seen as tolerant, enlightened enclaves that must be
defended against assaults by

resentful, angry, and reactionary forces associated with the hinterland.
But the liberal urbanite versus reactionary provincialist binary contains
just enough truth to make it very misleading. In this roundtable we seek
a more historically, geographically, and ethnographically nuanced
understanding of authoritarian populism and other forms of illiberal
politics. We develop the concept of illiberal urbanism to unsettle
conventional urbanist claims that equate liberalism with urbanity, and we
explore instead the multiplicity of liberal and illiberal forces, projects, and
antagonisms that shape political life in our urbanizing world.

We are especially interested in probing the connection of illiberal city-
making to urbanizing inequalities. Panelists will trace the rise of coercive
governing practices and their role in enabling carceral forms of
containment, dominant class, race, and gender politics, pernicious
securitization schemes, violent counter-insurgency efforts, and the
extractivist dynamics of racial capitalist city-making on a global scale. In
our discussion, we will examine different urban political regimes from
the authoritarian to the putatively neoliberal to tease out frequently
unexamined connections between illiberal government on the one hand
and new patterns of inequality on the other.

Together, we will devise answers to difficult questions such as, how are
coercive forms of urban government, safety and security spatialized
across different metropolitan landscapes? How do mass incarceration,
segregation, and inequality surface in cities today? How do
counterinsurgency, surveillance and securitization affect city-making
projects today? What are the class, gender, and racial dimensions of
contemporary urbanized inequalities? How do illiberal and liberal
measures combine in contemporary forms of city-making? And, most
importantly, what kinds of counter- or alter-politics can overcome the
production of illiberal inequalities?

Participants are part of a multi-year project called Mutations of
Urbanism. We are an international, interdisciplinary scholarly collective
organized to explore emancipatory political possibilities and changing
urban forms.

Mutations of Urbanism: Illiberal cities and what to do about them
È Prof. Jeff Maskovsky  (The Graduate Center, CUNY), Prof. Ay!e Ça"lar
(University of Vienna)
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09:00 Oral : #8
#8 Rethinking the ÔEuropean cityÕ: land financialisation, wealth
accumulation and the production of new urban inequalities
Venue - Marietta Blau Saal
Organised by: Veronica Conte (Convenor), Johanna Lilius (Convenor), and
Georgia Alexandri (Convenor)
European cities have long been regarded as forms of compromise and
aggregation of interests, and as political arenas in which different actors
negotiate the urban future, within a framework rooted in the provision of
social services (Le Galès 2002). However, in the wake of financial, energy
and geopolitical crises, the redefinition of the state's role in land
development and the reallocation of public resources towards military
expenditure have put a strain on European cities, raising questions about
whether urban governance can sustain welfare provision while
promoting economic growth.

Emerging literature identifies European cities as key sites for the
financialisation of land, urban planning, and housing (Holm et al. 2023;
Ward 2021; Savini and Aalbers 2016), where the treatment of land as a
financial asset serves the broader economic objectives of rentier
capitalism. Despite the variety of theoretical and methodological
approaches, four points recur: i) at the heart of land market
transformations lies the potential of land to create novel values and
generate steady income streams for its owners; ii) state policies and
regulatory frameworks are indispensable for the functioning of land
markets, prompting renewed attention to land politics; iii) recent shifts in
land markets foster new forms of wealth accumulation while triggering
expulsions, displacement, and novel forms of dispossession; iv) all this
intensifies existing urban inequalities and produces new ones, which are
intertwined with intergenerational inequalities in wealth transfer and
other forms of discrimination based on race, class and gender.

The objective of this session is to interrogate how European cities are
being reshaped by new pressures on land. Following Robinson's call for a
more plural and situated urban theory, we welcome case studies and
comparative works examining how recent transformations in land
markets and politics contribute to the production of urban inequalities.
To value Europe's contextual specificities, we invite contributions from
various regional settings and often-overlooked contexts such as
shrinking, small and medium-sized cities. We furthermore invite to
rethink the European city 'through elsewhere' (Robinson 2015),

challenging our understanding of the dynamics that lead to urban
transformation and considering how these influence urban trajectories in
the Global South and beyond.

We welcome submissions addressing the questions below and other
interconnected issues:
- Who are the actors driving transformations in European land markets
and shaping patterns of ownership, access, and use?
- Through what mechanisms are land markets governed and regulated,
and how are these mechanisms changing?
- What new state-market relations emerge from these transformations?
- Which forms of resistance, contestation, and collective action are
challenging dominant land politics?
- How do inequalities in land ownership, control and access intersect with
intergenerational dynamics and other forms of discrimination based on
class, race and gender?
- What new forms of displacement and dispossession are urbanites
experiencing in the current conjuncture?
- Which conceptual frameworks, or combinations thereof, best capture
ongoing transformations: financialisation, assetisation, commodification,
or others?

From WorkersÕ Housing to Development Asset: A Post-Socialist
Spatial Reconfiguration
È Ms. Jovana #onli$  (Faculty of Philosophy, University of Novi Sad), Dr.
Sonja Peji$ (Faculty of Technical Sciences, University of Novi Sad)

Between Entrustment and Investment: Landowner Orientations
and Residential Land Retention in Luxembourg
È Dr. Sõla Demirörs  (Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research
(LISER)), Dr. Antoine Paccoud (Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic
Research (LISER))

Student Housing, Tourism and Financialisation: PBSA and the
Reshaping of the Southern European University Cities
È Dr. Mattia Fiore (University of Bologna)

Land financialization and grassroots resistance: counter-expertise
and the struggle for the right to the city in Florence
È Mrs. Francesca Conti  (La Sapienza University of Rome)
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09:00 Oral : #101
#101 Foundational economies in (un-)equal cities
Venue - SR 01
Organised by: Hans Volmary (Convenor), Luca Biserna (Convenor), and
Tatjana Neuhuber (Convenor)
The global regime of profit-driven and growth-centred economies lies at
the heart of climate breakdown, whilst also falling short of providing
decent living standards for all. Within this system, cities have developed
as nodal points of a global economy based on the continuous
redistribution of wealth within countries, as well as the exploitation of
natural resources and labour in the "Global South"/majority world.
Consequently, there is much emphasis on the role of cities in eco-social
transformations. On the one hand, they are sites of unbounded
consumption and account for almost three quarters of global GHG-
emissions. On the other hand, they serve as key arenas for struggles over
global climate justice as well as social and spatial inequalities at the local
level. Their significance becomes even more prevalent, given the
projections of "planetary urbanisation".

Against this background, the Foundational Economy (FE) has developed
as a concept and policy paradigm proposing an alternative for organising
urban economies. It employs a sectoral understanding of economic
processes, with some being foundational to satisfying basic human
needs (e.g. water, energy, health), while others are merely creating
monetary value for private companies and investors (e.g. finance,
insurance and real estate). According to FE-scholars, the privatisation and
commodification in those sectors that are foundational is undermining
quality and access for large parts of urban populations. They also argue
that providing public foundational infrastructures is significantly more
climate-friendly, while limiting social and spatial inequalities due to the
redistributive effects of collective instead of private consumption. In
addition, recent feminist interventions have accentuated the role of de-
privatising social infrastructures in redistributing care (work).

In this session we invite contributions investigating the potential of
alternative ways of organising urban economies in eco-social
transformations according to principles of the foundational economy.
Conceptual contributions could attempt to develop the concept further
to answers to its structurally inscribed Eurocentrism or feminist critiques
of a lingering neglect of the role of care work. Connections to related

concepts such as universal basic services (UBS) or social provisioning are
welcome as well. Empirical contributions could focus on in-depth studies
of single cities/sectors as well as the role and potential of participation in
implementing foundational provisioning. We also invite comparative
studies either between cities or between sectors of the foundational
economy. We specifically invite contributions from/about cities outside of
Western Europe.

The session is intended as an open exchange on the potentials and limits
of the foundational economy in eco-social transformations and the
organisers will submit a special issue proposal based on the
contributions to this session.

Rethinking Participation in Foundational Provisioning Policy:
Integrating Active Citizenship
È Dr. Roman Hausmann  (Modul University Vienna)

Clash of gendered expectations: when internalised care duty
meets urban economic demand in the Vietnamese context
È Dr. Nguyen Que Huong Le (Independent scholar)

Contestations of diffusing infrastructural power in the city
È Dr. Jakob Hartl  (Research Institute Social Cohesion), Ms. Ina Mayer
(Research Institute Social Cohesion)

The work(ings) behind foundational provisioning: maintenance,
extractivism and informal labour in urban construction
È Ms. Jasmin Baumgartner  (Vrije Universiteit Brussel)

09:00 Workshop : RT 14 / #107
#107 ResearchÐActivist Collaborations and the Politics of Urban
Inequalities in the Global South
Venue - SR 02
Organised by: Dr. Sobia Kaker (Convenor) and Ayesha Shahid (Convenor)
This roundtable invites critical reflection on the challenges, strategies,
and possibilities of scholar-activist collaborations in contexts where
inequality is entrenched and state receptivity to pro-poor interventions is
limited. Framed within the conference theme "Inequalities and the City:
Old Issues, New Challenges", the session situates itself in long-standing
debates on the right to the city (Lefebvre, 1968; Harvey, 2012), urban
social movements (Holston, 2009; Nicholls, 2008), and the expanding
repertoire of innovative methodologies used to understand
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and contest dispossession, displacement, and disenfranchisement
(Simone, 2018; Roy and Rolnik, 2020; Harb, 2021).

As global academic attention to urban challenges grows-often shaped by
funding priorities and institutional pressures-how can scholars working
in or on Global South cities, particularly those outside the framework of
'urban labs,' confront and respond to the unique challenges of
conducting engaged, activist, and policy-relevant research in these
contexts? Governments may be hostile to critical scholarship, and activist
groups can find themselves surveilled, delegitimised, or excluded from
official policy conversations. Against this backdrop, the roundtable asks:
what does it mean to "make impact" when there is no receptive platform
for research-activist collaborations to land? What counts as success when
possibilities for pro-social and pro-poor policy engagement are
increasingly constrained?

The discussion will address the following interlinked questions:

1.How can research move beyond publications to mobilise social justice
and collective action beyond affected (and often exhausted) participant
communities?
2.How can scholarly work that seeks to resist evictions, dispossessions,
and expulsions best navigate the tension between engaging with
bureaucracies that often sustain the status quo and aligning with
progressive political movements that are still emerging or fragile?
3.Where should research "land" to produce meaningful effects in policy
and practice?
4.What metrics of success make sense in contexts where state power is
increasingly exclusionary and resistant to progressive agendas?
5.Where should we best situate scholarly that resists evictions,
dispossessions and expulsions. between appealing to status-quo
maintaining bureaucracies and (often fledgling) progressive political
movements? 

We particularly seek contributions from scholars working in Global South
contexts who have grappled with these tensions in their own work.
Participants are invited to explore advocacy after publication, the
afterlives of research in activist campaigns, and/or reflections on failure
as a form of knowledge production. We are keen to foreground the
experiences of early career colleagues and those whose work,
campaigns, or collaborations remain under-recognised, to enable a
candid conversation about frustrations, learnings, and solidarities.

By bringing together diverse perspectives, this roundtable aims to
deepen conversations about urban inequalities while pushing
methodological and political imaginations. It will foreground activist
collaborations not as ancillary to scholarship, but as central to rethinking
what it means to claim the right to the city under conditions of austerity,
authoritarianism, and ecological precarity.

Resist, Remember, Repeat: Researching Urban Evictions When the
State Refuses to Listen
È Dr. Kanupriya Dhingra  (BML Munjal University)

Militant Research Confronting Infrastructural Capital:
Contributions from Mexico and Ecuador
È Dr. Manuel Bayón Jiménez (El Colegio de México)

Radical advocacy planning in contested cities: Learning from East
Jerusalem and Johannesburg
È Dr. Elya Milner  (Technische Universität Berlin) , Prof. Colin Marx
(University College London)

Understanding spaces for transformative action in Karachi
È Ms. Saba Aslam (University of Cambridge)

Staying with the Trouble, Theorising from/in the South
È Dr. Redento Recio (University of the Philippines Diliman)

09:00 Oral : #54
#54 Urban Cohesion and Experiences of Insecurity
Venue - SR 03
Organised by: Maria Luisa Méndez Layera (Convenor) and Dr. Quentin
Ramond (Convenor)
The aim of this session is to explore how multiple experiences of
insecurity relate to the dynamics of urban cohesion in contemporary
cities. Components of urban cohesion - such as social bonds, trust, and
collective identity - are vital for well-being but are profoundly shaped by
socio-spatial inequalities. Affluent urban groups often report stronger
place identification and social trust, while residents of disadvantaged
areas exhibit more vulnerable forms of cohesion. This suggests that
urban cohesion can emerge as a form of privilege, particularly in highly
segregated cities. Yet, a growing number of studies have highlighted the
need to move beyond residential features to understand what drives
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social cohesion. This session focuses on the theme of insecurity as a
critical lens for understanding how urban cohesion is formed,
challenged, or sustained.

Existing research often relies on a limited conceptualization of insecurity
as primarily related either to employment instability or exposure to
crime and violence. In this session, we take a different approach by
defining insecurity as the interplay between an individual's social
conditions (housing, job, or citizenship status), their embodied social
categories (class, gender, ethnicity), and the situational insecurities of
daily life (exposure to crime, diversifying neighborhoods, or limited
access to quality public services). Our conceptualization thus emphasizes
the interactions between objective and subjective aspects of insecurity
and their consequences among different social classes. Consequently, we
aim to depart from much of the existing literature that focuses on lower-
or middle-class experiences, by also including processes of securitization
among urban elites. We argue that these overlapping insecurities may
significantly shape how people experience the city, interact with others,
and perceive their place within the urban social fabric.

This session contributes to existing literature by adopting a
comprehensive understanding of insecurity that extends beyond crime
and violence to include housing and job instability, social status
uncertainty, and the challenges of navigating rapidly changing urban
environments. We particularly encourage proposals examining the
following questions: How do different and overlapping forms of
insecurity affect, shape, and rebalance urban social relationships? What
is the role of socio-spatial inequality in how insecurity is experienced, and
how does this impact urban bonds? Do increasing insecurity and
securitization diminish or reinforce certain kinds of urban cohesion?
What roles can public policies, the state, the private sector, and
communities play in addressing the impact of insecurity on urban life?
How do intersectional experiences of insecurity transform everyday
mobility and urban belonging?

We welcome proposals that address these questions through spatial,
qualitative, or quantitative analysis, including case studies from diverse
contexts. By bringing together insights from across the world, we seek to
foster a robust dialogue on addressing urban inequality in our
contemporary moment.

Social infrastructure as mediator for ontological security and
social cohesion?
È Dr. Anna-Barbara Heindl  (Research Institute Social Cohesion), Prof.
Peter Dirksmeier  (Leibniz University Hannover)

ÒDysfunctional City, Dysfunctional StateÓ: Classing and Scaling
Insecurities in Hybrid SpatialÐMedia Environments and Eroding
Coexistence in Post-Industrial East Berlin
È Ms. Julia Greve (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin Department of Social
Sciences), Prof. Talja Blokland  (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Department of Social Sciences)

Do vital communities exist? How perceived insecurity and spatial
disadvantage constrain the link between urban vitality and
cohesion
È Mr. Cristóbal Ortiz  (Millennium Nucleus Insecurity and Urban
Cohesion)

09:00 Oral : #94
#94 Radically (Un)Equal: The New Urban Platform Economy
Venue - SR 04
Organised by: Prof. Judit Bodnar (Convenor)
The recent arrival of the platform-based sharing economy--the P2P
exchange of goods and services through digital platforms--quickly
captured the entrepreneurial spirit and enchanted the masses. It has
come with great promises: efficiency and sustainability through the use
of idle resources, autonomy and flexibility at work, the opportunity to
make easy money by trying oneself out in odd jobs, what one always
wanted to do but could not, a quick stint of work during economic crises,
and easier access to services that used to be largely confined to the
middle classes. The fundamentally democratic core of P2P exchange held
out the possibility of a more horizontally organized economy.

There is a growing recognition that sharing platforms haven't delivered
on their democratic promises and the platform model of business is still
trapped in the logic of capitalism. This panel is meant to examine how
the urban platform economy contributes more specifically to the
production of inequalities and the uneven production of urban space.

While the platform economy is not confined to the city, sharing platforms
thrive particularly under the conditions of the density and mass
anonymity of large cities, and they can be considered a primarily urban
phenomenon. Short-term rentals (Airbnb), transportation

Powered by Ex Ordo, your online conference platform. Page 5

Inequalities and the city. Old Issues, New Challenges. RC21 2026 20 - 22 Jul 2026 All times in CEST



Continued from Monday, 20 July

platforms, such as ride hailing (Uber), or micro-mobility vehicle sharing
(Lime), home restaurants (Eatwith), small service gigs (TaskRabbit), and
non-sharing-based food delivery platforms (DoorDash, Wolt, Deliveroo,
Zomato) fundamentally shape how residents use the city and its services
and reconfigure urban infrastructure and economy. Some of these
platforms have created a lot of buzz, been contested by long-term
residents and municipal governments, and drawn strong criticism from
social scientists. Are shared e-vehicles making urban transportation more
sustainable? Do they turn people away from mass transit? Is food
delivery primarily helping those with restricted mobility? Does the
screening of guests and riders promote homophily and reinforce
discrimination, or work against it compared to non-platform-based
businesses? Who can make a living in the platform economy? How do
housing platforms affect the transformation of residential buildings and
entire neighborhoods in the long-run? Do they have a larger impact on
the desertion of inner-city areas by permanent residents and the
displacement of vulnerable populations? Are we witnessing a simple re-
inscription of social inequalities through digital means in the new urban
platform economy? Are there new mechanisms at work in the uneven
production of urban space?

The session invites papers that address any aspect of these larger
processes, how they play out in cities with different regulatory systems,
municipal politics and policies, different desirability for tourism, in
regions where there is an abundance of cheap labor and services, and in
places where there is not. We welcome papers that build on empirical
analysis from all regions of the world, more speculative kinds exploring
the mechanism through which new inequalities are created or old ones
are reinforced, and pieces that theorize the uneven development of
platform capitalism at the urban scale.

Vans, Pick-Up Points and Empty Streets: E-Commerce Logistics
and Retail Inequalities in a Medium-Sized German City
È Mrs. Alisa Barannikova  (The World Bank)

Frictionless Cities? Platform Work, Urban Inequality, and the
Politics of Distance
È Dr. Ladin Bayurgil  (Turkish-German University)

Delivering Faster for Job Security : The Contradictory Promises of
Platform Capitalism in Paris
È Mr. Pierre-Henri Besnard  (École Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées)

09:00 Oral : #50-1/2
#50 Mapping Meaning: The Potential of Qualitative GIS and
Participatory Mapping for Urban Studies (1/2)
Venue - SR 05
Organised by: Micaela Mancini (Convenor)
Geospatial tools like GIS have been central to urban studies, particularly
in revealing and visualising patterns of inequalities. They have enabled
scholars and policymakers to map e.g. accessibility to services, processes
of spatial segregation, environmental patterns of injustice with a certain
degree of precision and comparison. Yet, they tend to privilege the
quantifiable and measurable. Urban inequalities, however, are lived and
embodied in ways that are not easily captured by conventional
cartography: marginalised voices, invisible boundaries, informal practices
and contestations of space do not 'find space' in these representations,
as they are often difficult to quantify or make visible in
conventional/traditional maps.

Quantitative GIS risks flattening lived experience into standardised
layers, reducing complexity to aggregated metrics. It can also reproduce
exclusions, by leaving out those whose presence is not well captured in
official datasets, e.g. residents of informal settlements, precarious
workers, those whose attachments, memories and subjective
experiences are not recorded. By presenting space as 'fixed' conventional
mapping risks reinforcing the very inequalities it seeks to expose.

This session proposes a critical interrogation of how participatory
mapping and qualitative GIS can open up more nuanced, spatially
grounded and socially just approaches to studying inequalities in the city.
The point is not only to 'add more data', but to 'mobilise different lenses':
ways of seeing, hearing, and mapping what often remains off the official
grid. We argue that this is essential for capturing a sense of place,
peripheral experiences, temporalities, memories, while foregrounding
the co-production of space between researchers and communities.
Integrating these approaches is essential to urban scholarship that aims
not only to represent inequality, but to question the politics of
representation itself. This session aims at bringing together scholars who
are experimenting with such critical and creative lenses, in order to
critique current practice, and to chart methodological and ethical paths
forward. In other words, to 'map meaning' together.
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We invite contributions along three interconnected threads:

- On epistemologies: how can participatory mapping and qualitative GIS
shift knowledge production in urban studies away from top-down
methodologies? How are power, authority and inclusion negotiated in
mapping processes? Who draws the map, who names the places, whose
stories are rendered visible or neglected?
- On methods and creativity: what kinds of qualitative-data-rich, spatially
grounded tools are being used, adapted, invented? What are the trade-
offs in scale, representation, usability?
- On ethics: what ethical dilemmas arise around spatial literacy,
expectations, care, and ownership of data in these processes?
- On impact: beyond data collection and representation, how can
participatory mapping and qualitative GIS lead to deeper understanding,
community empowerment, policy implications or resistance? What
opportunities and challenges arise when trying to embed this type of
evidence into policy?

Cartographies of Belonging: From Lived Experience to Situated
Civic Knowledge in Digital Participatory Mapping Ñ An Enquiry
È Dr. Catalina Pollak (University of East London)

Mapping Desires: Independent Art Organisations and Urban
Inequalities in Milan, Italy
È Dr. Cecilia Nessi (Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca) , Dr. Carlos
Manzano  (Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca) , Prof. Marianna
d'Ovidio  (Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca)

Maps and Movement: Complementary Methods for
Understanding Migrant NewcomersÕ Personal Geographies
È Ms. Zhuo Pang (University of Sheffield)

Participatory Rhythm Analysis: Co-Producing Spaio-Temporal
Knowledge on Neighbourhood Dynamics and Urban Inequalities
È Dr. Pinar Sefkatli  (University of Amsterdam)

09:00 Oral : #39-1/2
#39 Active Urbanisms: Sport, Movement, and the Contested City
(1/2)
Venue - SR 06
Organised by: Dr. Lakshya Yog (Convenor) and Devra Waldman
(Convenor)
This session seeks papers that interrogate 'active urbanisms' as sites of
accumulation, contestation, and social reproduction. In doing so, this
session aims to expand critical scholarship on the intersections of
physical activity, sport infrastructure, and urban transformation. While
existing research in urban studies tends to excessively focus on sporting
mega-events and sport-oriented development (Koch, 2018), we aim to
broaden the lens to examine the ways in which diverse forms of bodily
movement, including elite athletics and everyday walking, from children's
play to adapted recreation, are co-produced by contemporary urban
processes. 

Previously, scholars have shown how mega-events are used as tools to
produce a vision of world-class cities while facilitating the displacement
of the urban poor, the privatisation of public space and producing new
geographies of spectatorship and consumption (Andrews & Silk, 2018;
Baviskar, 2014; Hiller, 2000). Yet the mundane everyday movement and
associated infrastructures, such as parks, streets, playgrounds, and
cycling lanes, equally demand critical scrutiny. These spaces not only
embody contested visions of health citizenship but also reveal patterns
of racialised and gendered access and increasingly operate as sites of
data extraction through fitness platforms and insurance technologies
(Lupton, 2013).

In addition, rising temperatures and worsening air quality continue to
reshape the possibilities for outdoor activity, particularly in marginalised
neighbourhoods lacking shade, cooling infrastructure, or adequate
facilities (Harlan et al., 2006). Here, perspectives emerging from disability
justice paradigm further outline the exclusion of non-normative bodies
due to urban design aimed exclusively at promoting "active living" (Imrie,
2012).

At the same time, the emergence of commodified fitness landscapes,
such as wellness districts (Kraus et al., 2019), represents new forms of
urban entrepreneurialism, where health promotion intersects with real
estate speculation and class/race/gender/ability-based spatial
configurations. Meanwhile, DIY practices and tactical approaches focused
on informal play spaces, guerrilla sports interventions, and community-
led activations suggest counter-practices that resist dominant framings
of the "active city." We invite papers engaging with
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how bodies in motion, whether through organised sport, daily
commutes, or spontaneous play, become enrolled in urban governance
regimes, property relations, and struggles over the right to the city.

Potential topics include but are not limited to: sport-led displacement
and gentrification; mega-event planning, legacies, and labour
configurations; datafied mobility and surveillance; climate adaptation
and heat inequality; playground design and spatial autonomy of children;
disability access and universal design; informal play and spatial
appropriation; the care work of infrastructure maintenance; fitness
platforms and biopolitical governance; wellness real estate and class
restructuring; gender, safety, and public space; and Indigenous land
claims around sporting facilities.

We particularly welcome comparative work across cities and regions,
interdisciplinary approaches, and scholarship grounded in ethnographic,
historical, or mixed methods. By centring critical perspectives on active
urbanisms, this session aims to advance understanding of how
movement infrastructures reproduce and challenge urban inequalities in
the contemporary moment.

Monitoring Movement: A Student Perspective on Urban Health
and Design
È Mr. Rajman Munankami  (University of Groningen)

WomenÕs participation in BogotáÕs Ciclovía: leisure and the right
to difference
È Dr. Paola Castañeda (Universidad de los Andes), Dr. çlvaro
Rodríguez-Valencia (Universidad de los Andes)

Governing Children's Play: Playgrounds in Imperial and Soviet
Russia, 1910-1930s
È Ms. Karina Povsteva (University of Chicago)

Active Urbanisms in a ÔCity-from-scratchÕ: Freedoms, depletions
and place-making in Mahindra World City, Chennai, India
È Prof. Tanya Jakimow (The Australian National University)

09:00 Oral : #105
#105 Smart and Stratified: Platform Capitalism and Inter-Urban
Inequality
Venue - SR 07
Organised by: Antoine Courmont (Convenor) and Mr. Oskar Steiner
(Convenor)
In the current era of "platform capitalism," the production, accumulation,
and exploitation of data has become a primary vector of economic
activity and growth. This development has pronounced consequences for
urban governance. Digital firms have seized upon the city as both a
resource and a market for data-driven goods and services, while local
authorities have (to varying degrees) attempted to steer, appropriate and
regulate digital platforms to public ends. Platform capitalism has
catalysed a new round of strategic negotiations between public and
private actors in the city, the outcomes of which are driving
transformations in the instruments, infrastructures, institutions and
imaginaries of urban governance. 

An important set of questions have emerged relating to the effects of
platform capitalism on the shaping of urban inequality. On the one hand,
digital platforms in the city may structure the inclusion of certain
residents and the exclusion of others. They are vectors for the
reproduction of inequalities between urban actors as they are governed.
On the other hand, digital platforms in the city attribute an uneven
capacity to know and intervene in urban life. They are vectors for the
reproduction and transformation of inequalities between urban actors as
they govern. 

Yet if the mechanisms through which platform capitalism is shaping
inequalities within territories are increasingly understood, the ways in
which it is shaping inequalities between territories are currently less
clear. While it is evident that different cities are being integrated into
platform capitalism's value chains in different ways-and able to
appropriate these positions to different effects-our understanding of the
economic, political, and technological drivers of this differentiation
remains limited. 

This session, accordingly, invites a methodologically diverse range of
theoretical and empirical contributions that interrogate the mechanisms
through which platform capitalism is contributing to the (re)making of
inter-urban inequalities. Contributions should seek to uncover how the
ongoing intersection of corporate strategies, public action, and
technological innovation is producing differentiation between territories,
and asymmetries in the horizons and governance of urban areas.
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Contributions may wish to interrogate this development along any of the
following (non-exhaustive) thematic axes: 

-Uneven materialities: Drivers and consequences of differences between
the digital infrastructures of territories (constraints, affordances, harms
and benefits...)

-Uneven coverage: Drivers and consequences of the differential
deployment of digital goods and services across territories (inclusion and
exclusion, rejection and acceptance...)

-Uneven models: Understanding the diverse and distinct forms of
platform capitalism across territories (as shaped by local agency,
historicity, economic contexts, legislative environments, corporate
strategies, material constraints...)

-Uneven positions: Modelling and describing how cities and regions are
positioned in global value chains of platform capitalism (territorial
specialization, extraction, accumulation, dependency or
interdependence...)

-Uneven valuations: Understanding the role of algorithmic platforms and
platform capitalism in ranking, classifying, qualifying, and reordering
urban areas. 

-Uneven futures: Understanding how platform capitalism comes to
represent different promises, problems, narratives, and imaginaries in
different territories, and how these futures are contested or redefined.

Platform Geographies: The Uneven Visibility of the City on TikTok,
Instagram, Google Maps, and Facebook
È Dr. Reza Shaker (University of Amsterdam) , Prof. Justus Uitermark
(University of Amsterdam)

City governments, platform capitalism and the EU: uneven
political mobilisation and the supranational rescaling of local
regulatory conflicts
È Prof. Claire Colomb  (University of Cambridge)

Can all cities become Òrebel citiesÓ? Lessons from the Self-Data
Project in the Lyon Metropolis (France)
È Dr. Manon Laugaa (Centre Emile Durkheim - Sciencepo Bordeaux)

Smart Cities and Eco-Digital Platform Urbanism: Inter-Urban
Inequalities in the Global Urban Stack
È Prof. Monica Bernardi  (Milano-Bicocca University)

09:00 Oral : #97
#97 Tenants Against Rentier Capitalism: Innovations in Organising,
Urban Inequalities, and Transnational Housing Politics
Venue - HS 01
Organised by: Mr. Lucas Vaquero (Convenor), Mr. Pablo Pérez
(Convenor), and Dr. Javier Gil (Convenor)
Across cities facing intensifying inequality, housing precarity, and the
global reach of corporate landlordism, a new organising wave of tenants'
unions is transforming how urban class struggle is waged. From the
Madrid Tenants Union, the London Renters Union, and the Los Angeles
Tenants Union to newer formations across Europe and the Americas,
organisations are deliberately importing labour-organising toolkits-
structured one-on-ones, mapping and structure tests, majority
thresholds, strike-ready escalations, and dues-based membership
models-into the tenant field. This panel examines what is new, what
works, and how these innovations convert case-by-case defense into
durable, compounding power.

We invite contributions that identify mechanisms of innovation and trace
their effects: e.g., how building-level mapping scales to city-wide
leverage; how member-led governance (delegates, committees, steward
systems) stabilises rapid growth; how strike funds, legal defense
ecosystems, and CRM/digital stacks professionalise mutual defense
without hollowing out democratic control; how cross-jurisdiction
campaigns (against standardised extraction models and cross-border
REITs) build transnational repertoires rather than ad-hoc solidarity.

We position these unions as proactive agents contesting the
financialisation of housing and rent-extractive urban regimes under
conditions of declining labour density, hegemonic homeownership
ideology, and thin institutional support. We seek papers that specify how
innovations travel across contexts (protocols, playbooks, training
curricula, "campaign-in-a-box"), how they are adapted to different tenure
regimes and legal geographies, and where they fail or backfire. We
especially welcome analyses that foreground race, class, gender, and
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migration status in shaping recruitment pipelines, leadership
reproduction, risk distribution, and organisational cultures.

The panel also interrogates the transnational horizon of tenant
organising. While rentier capitalism is globally standardised-assetisation,
platformised property management, and private-equity roll-ups-
resistance often remains local. Yet infrastructures like the European
Action Coalition for the Right to Housing and the City, the Autonomous
Tenants Union Network, and recent international gatherings (e.g.,
Barcelona Housing Justice Encuentro, 2024) reveal early consolidation.
We invite critical evaluations of these infrastructures: What are the
bottlenecks (language, legal asymmetries, resourcing)? Which
coordination mechanisms (synchronised action days, shared targets,
data/OSINT hubs) travel across contexts? What constitutes meaningful
internationalism when power is anchored in buildings and blocks?

We particularly welcome papers that:

- Demonstrate innovations in organisational form and strategy (base-
building pipelines, member defense protocols, rent-strike architecture,
dues/governance models).
- Compare mechanisms across cities/regions rather than single-site
description, including the Global South and non-metropolitan contexts.
- Analyse metrics and evidence (win-rates, retention, density, leadership
development, strike readiness) linking practice to outcomes.
- Theorise housing as a site of class formation, social reproduction, and
political transformation under rentier urbanism.
- Evaluate transnational infrastructures of coordination and their limits.

By centring innovative mechanisms over generic narratives, this panel
aims to sharpen scholarly and practitioner understanding of how
tenants' unions build power and with what consequences for urban
inequalities and democratic life.

Rent Strikes: A history of collective tenant actions across the
world
È Dr. Hannes Rolf (Stockholm University) , Dr. Lucas Poy (Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam)

Tenant Unionism in a Time of Socialist "Co-Governance"
È Prof. Holden Taylor (CUNY Graduate Center)

Organising without corporate landlords: Organisational
experiments from the Thessaloniki Tenants Union
È Mr. Nikolaos Vrantsis  (Institute for Housing and Urban Research), Dr.
Theodoros Karyotis  (Ghent University)

Old organizations Ð new movements. Tenant unions as sites of
struggle in Berlin and Malmö
È Dr. Lisa Vollmer  (Leibniz Institute for Research on Society and Space)

Local Struggles, Global Challenges: Tenant Rights Movements in
Madrid and Winnipeg
È Ms. Madeline Mesich (Independent Researcher), Mr. Alberto Crespo
(Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia) , Dr. Andrés Walliser
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid (UCM))

09:00 Oral : #80
#80 Entangled Relations of Peripheralization in African Urban
Spaces: Rethinking Theories, Methods and Ways of Knowing (2)
Venue - HS 02
Organised by: Dr. Lindsay Sawyer (Convenor) and Lindsay Howe
(Convenor)
This double panel invites contributions that critically examine the
entangledrelationships that shape urban life in African cities, particularly
Nigeria and South Africa and in planetary comparative context. For
instance, how do informality, the state, and customary authority intersect
in the production of space? In contexts such as Lagos and Johannesburg,
negotiations around land, property, and ownership remain central to
how urban space is claimed, governed, and lived. These practices are
bound up with deeper questions of power and sovereignty -questions
that unfold through processes of de-/ re-/ territorialization and
peripheralization. By foregrounding entanglements, this panel is less
concerned with defining what is or isn't informal for instance, but invites
creative and bold reflections on what spaces and affects these
relationships produce, and what this tells us about the urbanization of
African contexts and the possibilities for urban transformation,
particularly in regard to peripheralization.

We especially welcome papers that engage with the intersections of
design, gender, ecology, and the more-than-human in urban
transformations. Urban peripheries often make visible the uneven
distribution of resources, the tensions between state and customary
authority, and the ways in which extended urbanization reorganizes both
human livelihoods and non-human ecologies. Paying close
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attention to these lived entanglements can help us trace how inequality
occurs but also how new practices of organization and solidarity emerge.

Methodology is a core concern of this panel. How can ethnographic,
comparative, anti-, de-, non-colonial and mixed-methods research do
justice to the complexities of all these entanglements? What different
ways of knowing can illuminate and challenge our understandings? What
approaches make it possible to move between the scales of the
planetary? By focusing on methodological innovation, we aim to open
space for dialogue about how to theorize urbanization with and from
African urban spaces, and how such knowledge-making might contribute
to rethinking urban research, methods, policy and design.

We invite papers that push far beyond Eurocentric paradigms in urban
studies (or don't reference them at all), contributing to critical
conversations in anti-, de-, non-colonial and comparative urbanism,
extended urbanization, and the dialectics of centre and periphery. In
doing so, this panel aligns with the mission of the newly created Centre
for Urbanisation and Peripheralization (CUSP) to build theory and
practice that bridges North-South divides while advancing more socially
just and ecologically attuned urban futures.

We welcome paper that address the following themes and questions in
regards to urbanisation in African urban spaces, particularly Nigeria and
South Africa. Broader comparative perspectives are particularly welcome:
¥ What are the relationships between informality - the state - customary
authorities? 
¥ How do these relationships intersect with land - property - ownership? 
¥ What do these relationships tell us about power - sovereignty -
territorialization and peripheralisation-nature-urbanization? 
¥ What can be learned within and between different urban contexts in
comparative perspective? 
¥ What methodologies enable this learning?
¥ How might such learning enable future or support existing urban
transformations?
¥ Paying particular attention to design, gender, the more-than-human,
anticolonialism

Entangled Governance: Resident-Derived Understandings of the
State in JohannesburgÕs Vanguard Periphery
È Dr. Katrin Hofer  (ETH Zürich)

The hydro-social production of health in Lagos
È Dr. Nura Ali (University of Liverpool)

Monitoring a Mirage: Power, Surveillance, and Informal
Urbanization in Béni Mellal, Morocco
È Ms. Hajar Ribled (National Institute for Urban and Spatial Planning) ,
Dr. Safiya El Ghmari  (International University of Rabat, Urban
Innovation and Heritage Lab), Prof. vladan klement  (Czech Technical
Univeristy in Prague)

09:00 Oral : #102
#102 Neurodiversity, Inequalities and the City
Venue - HS 03
Organised by: Dr. Rosalie Warnock (Convenor)
In recent years, neurodiversity has become a buzzword in popular and
academic discourse; something which now runs the risk of being coopted
under neoliberalism (Runswick-Cole, 2014). But for people who are
neurodivergent - a community-developed term describing those who
experience the world in a different way to the neurotypical majority -
there is nothing 'new' or 'novel' about it (Davidson and Henderson, 2010).
Neurodivergence can bring all sorts of gifts - but it can bring challenges,
too. For example, heightened sensory sensitivities can make busy urban
environments unbearable (Davidson and Henderson, 2010). Difficulties
with executive function can make travelling through the city even more
challenging (Alarasi et al, 2025). And neurodivergence cannot be
separated from the additional intersecting disadvantages of race, class,
gender, sexuality, age, disability, and (co-occurring) disability (Angell and
Solomon, 2014; Lewis and Arday, 2023;). 

Sociologists and geographers have only very recently started to follow
the lead of critical disability studies and other disciplines in examining
neurodiversity in more detail (see e.g. Grummt, 2024; Kenna, 2023). The
earlier work of a few pioneering neurodivergent scholars (e.g. Davidson
and Henderson, 2010; Singer, 1996) is central to this. But there is so
much more to do, empirically, theoretically, and methodologically. 

This interdisciplinary session encourages contributors and attendees
alike to employ neurodiversity as a lens for understanding different and
intersecting forms of inequality in the city. 
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¥ How, for example, might neurodivergence compound experiences of
family homelessness? 
¥ How might the urban environment be structured - physically, socially or
bureaucratically - to favour neurotypical people? How might a
neurodivergent perspective disrupt or nuance the concept of the right to
the city? 
¥ What is the relationship between neurodiversity, ageing and the city? 
¥ How might we 'neuroqueer' the city? 
¥And finally - what might "neurodivergent joy" in the city look like - and
how might neurotypicality restrict this? 

This will be a regular panel session, but contributors are welcomed to
test the boundaries of what that means if they so wish. Papers can be
theoretical, empirical, or methodological in focus. Submissions are
particularly welcome from scholars from the Global South and/or in
contexts which disrupt Western hegemony over neurodiversity and the
neurodivergent experience.

Everyday transitions of care: Neurodivergence, childrenÕs
everyday (im)mobilities, and the city
È Dr. Jennie Middleton  (University of Oxford) , Dr. Anna Plyushteva
(University of Oxford) , Dr. Haifa AlArasi (University of Oxford)

Hidden, Homeless, and High-Risk: Neurodivergent Children and
Families in Temporary Accommodation
È Prof. Katherine Brickell  (King's College London) , Dr. Mhairi-Jean Ross
(King's College London)

Planning Exclusion: Neurodiversity, Race, and the Colonial
Legacies of Urban Policy in Brasilia
È Mr. Victor Guevara (University College Cork), Ms. Jasmim Barbosa
Barros  (University of Brasília - UnB), Dr. Therese Kenna (University
College Cork), Dr. Eileen Pfeiffer-Flores  (University of Brasília - UnB)

Neuroqueering the City: Neuronormativity, Counter-Spatialities
and Urban Inequality
È Dr. Miriam Serini (University of Milano-Bicocca)

09:00 Oral : #74
#74 "Practising What We PreachÓ: Collective Urban Praxis, Relational
and Transformative Approaches to Challenging Urban Inequalities
Venue - HS 05
Organised by: Dr. Roberto Rocco (Convenor), Hugo Lopez (Convenor),
and Cristian Olmos Herrera (Convenor)
This session examines how academic engagement can catalyse collective
urban action that directly challenges persistent inequalities. We explore
methodological and pedagogical innovations through an interactive
format that embodies the very principles we advocate.
Urban inequalities persist partly because traditional research approaches
reproduce extractive relationships between researchers and
communities. While participatory methods have gained prominence,
many have become institutionalised and procedural, losing their radical
potential for structural change. This session seeks to recover
engagement practices that operate as prefigurative politics.
Rather than traditional presentations about participatory methods, this
Interactive Method Lab demonstrates transformative approaches
through direct experience, featuring the innovative Mapas Parlantes
methodology as a central component, complemented by other
approaches. The session operates as a collective rehearsal where
participants engage with proven methodologies, breaking down
hierarchies between presenter and audience.

Mapas Parlantes Workshop (25 min): A short presentation of the project,
followed by participants' experience with this participatory mapping
methodology, which combines cartographic representation with oral
storytelling to document community knowledge and urban inequalities.
Using the platform's digital tools and narrative techniques, attendees
create speaking maps of their own urban contexts, demonstrating how
communities can become co-producers of spatial knowledge rather than
research subjects.

Embodied Mapping Extension (20 min): Building on Mapas Parlantes
principles, participants use tactile materials and movement to explore
how bodies experience urban inequalities, extending digital mapping into
physical space.
Storytelling Circle (20 min): Rotating micro-narratives inspired by Mapas
Parlantes' oral tradition, where participants share 3-minute stories of
urban transformation, building collective knowledge through voice and
memory.
Visual Documentation Lab (15 min): Real-time creation of visual
representations combining insights from speaking maps with drawing,
collage, and digital tools.
Collective Action Planning (10 min): Using mapping insights to design
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concrete actions for challenging inequalities in participants' own
contexts.

We invite researchers, educators, and practitioners to join our innovative
session. This immersive 90-minute workshop explores how participatory
methodologies-such as the Mapas Parlantes project-can transform
academic practice into collective urban action, challenging inequalities
through collaborative mapping, storytelling, and embodied learning.
Participants are encouraged to bring their own local and practical
experiences to the workshop so we can learn from them and put them in
conversation with the Mapas Parlantes project.

Questions Explored:
1. How can collaborative cartographies like Mapas Parlantes challenge
rather than merely document urban inequalities?
2. What forms of co-making emerge when communities control their own
spatial narratives?
3. How do speaking maps demonstrate the transformative potential of
combining digital tools with oral traditions?
4. What does it mean to ""learn solidarity and justice"" through
participatory mapping?

Participant Engagement: Attendees rotate through stations, experiencing
the Mapas Parlantes methodology alongside complementary
approaches. The session generates collective outputs-speaking maps,
embodied documentation, action plans-that become shared resources
for continued engagement. Participants leave with practical experience
of a proven methodology for community-controlled spatial research.
Innovation Rationale: This format aligns methodology with message by
centring Mapas Parlantes as an exemplar of how digital and artistic tools
amplify rather than extract community knowledge. By experiencing this
methodology firsthand, participants explore how academic conferences
can serve as sites of prefigurative politics, showcasing concrete
alternatives to traditional research hierarchies.

The session contributes to emerging transdisciplinary discourse on
engaged urban praxis while showcasing successful innovations in
participatory mapping that directly confront urban inequalities through
community-controlled storytelling and spatial representation.

Using Art Based Methods to Stimulate Communication across
Difference
È Dr. K Maeve Powlick (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam)

Exploring Augmented reality (AR)-enabled community-led
knowledge production in Indonesia
È Ms. Meriky Lo (School of Architecture and Planning, The University of
Auckland)

Engaging with disabled young people for urban equality
È Dr. Menna Jones (University of Greenwich)

Supporting Community-Led Mapping: AcademicÐCivil Society
Collaboration in Informal Settlement Upgrading in Namibia
È Ms. Gaby Hansen (Namibia University of Science and Technology) ,
Ms. Tapiwa Maruza  (Namibia Housing Action Group) , Ms. Ute Vees
(University of Stuttgart) , Prof. Marwa Abdel-Latif  (Ain Shams University)

09:00 Oral : #38
#38 Stateness in urban politics: Thinking with, across and beyond
Eastern Europe and Africa
Venue - HS 07
Organised by: Dr. Varvara Karipidou (Convenor), Prof. Jennifer Robinson
(Convenor), and Dr. Wilfred Jana (Convenor)
This session seeks to foster cross-regional conversations between two
regions often treated as peripheral in global urban studies, by bringing
together cases from Africa and Eastern Europe to critically engage with
analyses of the nature of the state, state actors and state agency in
urban development.

The state is an increasingly important actor in many urbanising contexts,
notably in relation to large-scale and infrastructure-led development, as
well as more authoritarian and centralised modes of urban development.
State institutions and actors profoundly shape contemporary
urbanisation processes and outcomes. More generally, though, the role
of central government in urban development has been neglected
(Brenner, 2019; Shatkin, 2022). The conceptualisation of "stateness"
therefore demands attention. However, much of the existing theorisation
of the role of the state in urban politics, rooted in Western contexts, fails
to capture the fluid and negotiated nature of statehood in regions where
institutional structures and governance mechanisms
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intersect with diverse actor interests including personal wealth
accumulation, enhancing personal and private networks and projecting
legitimacy (Kinossian, 2012; Hagmann and Péclard, 2010).

African studies has a rich literature on the nature of state power and
state actors' interests (Fourchard, 2024; Cirolia & Harber, 2022); and
Eastern European scholars have engaged with interpreting the
transitional forms of statehood after the demise of socialism (O'Dwyer,
2006; Ion, 2014). Scholars across these regions have therefore long
grappled with the complexities of state actors, positioning them to make
vital contributions to emerging debates on the role of the state in urban
transformation. By placing African and Eastern European urban
experiences in dialogue the session aims to rethink how we theorise
statehood, governance, and urban politics across diverse settings.

The panel will foster comparative conversations that pose questions
from each region to inform interpretations of the other. It will encourage
thinking with, from, and across Africa and Eastern Europe to advance
respectful, grounded, and transformative comparative urban studies.
Despite growing calls to decentre knowledge production in urban studies
and move beyond dominant Western frameworks, theoretical
contributions from underrepresented regions remain marginal in
mainstream debates (Müller et al., 2025). Yet both African and Eastern
European contexts offer rich sites of theoretical innovation, capable of
deconstructing entrenched assumptions and reshaping how we think
about the state, urban governance, and the politics of development.

We welcome papers that address, but are not limited to, the following
themes:

- State agency and urban governance: How do state actors navigate,
negotiate, and legitimise power in rapidly changing political and
economic contexts? 
- Emergent stateness: How is 'stateness' or public authority performed or
negotiated across a range of actors, institutions and practices?
- Central government actors in urban development? To what extent and
on what basis do central government actors and institutions shape urban
developments?
- Transnational power relations: How are state actors' priorities and
interests shaped by external influences, or "extraversion"?
- Bypassing, corruption and shadow institutions: How do individual
actors and political organisations create alternative or hidden procedures
to shape outcomes in their interests, or to ensure effective

results?

Navigating urban government in the authoritarian state:
grassroots initiatives and dynamics of urban conflict in Russian
cities
È Ms. Valeria Rumiantseva  (University of Barcelona)

State actorsÕ Dominance in Financing Decisions and Shaping of
Large-scale Infrastructure Development in Greater Accra
Metropolitan Area: The Case of the Tema port expansion project.
È Mr. Kofi Amedzro  (University of Ghana, Legon)

Performing ÒStatenessÓ through Redevelopment: Authority,
Legitimacy, and Shadow Governance in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
È Mr. Semere Zeru Abraha  (University of Cincinnati) , Mr. Yohannes
Haile Woldu  (Mekelle University) , Mr. Daniel Semunugus Negese
(Mekelle University)

Internal Extraversion: Diaspora Organizations and the Translocal
Making of Stateness in Mali and Comoros
È Dr. Camille Traoré  (Sciences Po Bordeaux)

09:00 Oral : #90
#90 Securing the Unequal City: Policing, Profiling and Urban
Resistance
Venue - HS 16
Organised by: Josefa Maria Stiegler (Convenor)
This panel invites contributions that analyze the multiple ways in which
security regimes shape racialized, gendered and classed geographies of
the city. Cities are not only spaces where inequalities take shape, they are
also sites where they are enforced and contested. Policing practices-
whether through formal law enforcement or informal community
control-shape access to public space, housing, mobility and citizenship.
These dynamics reveal how urban governance often relies on racialized
imaginaries of "risk" and "disorder," which position certain bodies and
neighborhoods as threats to the urban order. Moreover, there is an
increasing militarization of cities to facilitate a greater degree of
surveillance and control.

This panel explores how security governance, policing and punitive crime
policies operate as mechanisms that produce and reproduce urban
inequalities, e.g., in the form of racial profiling. It also examines
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how these dynamics are challenged by residents, activists and civil
society, highlighting counter-narratives and resistance practices that
emerge in response. These initiatives contest dominant policing
frameworks and open up possibilities for alternative urban futures
grounded in care, solidarity and community-based safety.
The session aims to foster dialogue between scholars in urban studies,
geography, sociology, criminology, anthropology, and related disciplines
who seek to rethink how security and inequality intertwine in the
making-and unmaking-of contemporary cities. Contrasting empirical case
studies across different geographical and political contexts, it seeks to go
beyond a Global South/Global North binary that is often reproduced in
research on urban inequalities. The panel invites both theoretical
reflections and empirically grounded studies that advance our
understanding of policing and resistance along the lines of gender, race
and class in urban contexts. Contributions may engage with conceptual
debates on power, space and citizenship, or propose novel
methodological approaches-including exploratory, collaborative or arts-
based methods-to capture the complexities of urban inequality.

Securitization of Space and Non-intervention in Crime as
Strategies of Counterinsurgent Urban Governance in Turkey
È Ms. Arjin Ta!  (University of Vienna)

Militarization, policialization, and milicianization: security
regimes and the production of the unequal city in Rio de Janeiro
È Dr. Clara Polycarpo  (Universidade Federal Fluminense)

Beyond Policing: Criminal Courts and the Governance of Urban
Security
È Dr. Eleonora Di Molfetta  (University of Milano-Bicocca) , Prof. Fabio
Quassoli  (University of Milano-Bicocca)

'Safe Space': The Dogwhistle Politics of Race and Space in
Contemporary Swedish Urban Development
È Dr. Burcu Yigit Turan  (Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences,
Dept. of Urban and Rural Development, Spatial Planning)

Policing the Housing Crisis: Encampments, Repression, and
Resistance
È Dr. Andrew Crosby (Carleton University)

09:00 Oral : #48
#48 Beyond the local turn. Theorizing and researching migration
governance in cities.
Venue - HS 21
Organised by: Karolina %ukasiewicz (Convenor), Marta Pachocka
(Convenor), and Karolina Podgorska (Convenor)
Since the 1990s, interest in local-level migration governance has grown
among scholars and practitioners. The so-called 'local turn' in migration
studies, or 'new localism' in urban studies, has revealed various forms
and mechanisms that influence migration governance, primarily in the
Global North cities (McGuirk et al., 2021; Zapata-Barrero, Caponio,
Scholten, 2017; Schiller & Ça"lar, 2009). Migration governance, which
involves managing migration through state (public) and non-state (e.g,
non-profit civil society or for-profit) actors at the local level, has gained
significant attention in European public discourse and academic debates,
prompting responses from actors at the supranational, national, and
local levels (Geddes et al., 2019; Caponio et al., 2018; Pisarevskaya &
Scholten, 2025; Ça"lar & Schiller, 2023). Much is known about local-level
policies being more efficient and innovative than central-level responses
to residents' needs (Oosteslynck & Kazepov, 2019). Yet, local-level policies
struggle with underfunding, coordinating fragmented services provided
by multiple actors, and can contribute to deepening inequalities for
residents (%ukasiewicz et al. 2021).

The scholarship on local-level responses to migration beyond single case
studies or in contexts beyond Western Europe and North America
remains scattered. In this panel, we invite participants who have taken
on this challenge and can share the varying ways in which they
approached the theoretical and methodological challenges of analyzing
migration governance in cities and smaller localities, including
comparative studies and those that extend beyond the Global North
Context. 

The authors will answer:
¥ How did they theorise their findings?
¥ What methodological strategies did they use to analyse the empirical
material they collected around migration in various large, medium, and
small localities?
¥ What challenges did they experience in their analysis, and how did they
address them?
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¥ The panel participants will also discuss synergies in their work and ways
to collaborate on further developing local-level scholarship, including
theoretically, methodologically, across various geographical areas, and
academic fields that have so far been overlooked in the local turn
scholarship.

We invite presentations related to the following conference themes:
Migration, Governance, Recent developments in theory

Planning for Immigrant Inclusion: Welcoming Cities and
Nonprofits
È Prof. Cathy Liu (Georgia State University)

Researching the local governance of arrival in Ôtough timesÕ:
shifting discourses, multi-stakeholder governance as well as
empirical challenges within research on local refugee reception
(in Leipzig/Germany)
È Dr. Annegret Haase (Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research -
UFZ, Leipzig), Mrs. Anika Schmidt  (Helmholtz Centre for Environmental
Research - UFZ, Leipzig), Mr. Janek Stebut  (Helmholtz Centre for
Environmental Research - UFZ, Leipzig)

09:00 Oral : #31
#31 The Indebted City: Tracing the Unequal Burdens of Housing
Financialization
Venue - HS 27
Organised by: Adriana Hurtado Tarazona (Convenor), Erandi Barroso-
Olmedo (Convenor), and Dr. Jess Linz (Convenor)
Amid tumbling wages and rising asset values (Adkins et al., 2020), living
with debt has become a defining feature of urban life in the North and
South (García-Lamarca & Kaika, 2016). This panel explores debt as an
urban condition - one that stretches from the body to the community
and urban life.

Recent feminist approaches frame debt as a relationship of domination
that organizes daily life, shapes subjectivities, and is inherently gendered
(Cavallero & Gago, 2019). Moreover, geographies have pointed to the
spatiality of debt (Harker, 2017, 2019). These literatures contend that
debt is not merely a financial obligation but also a social relationship that
transforms how people inhabit cities, maintain households, and

build communities (Lazzarato, 2015; Federici, 2014; Kõlõnçarslan, 2024).
Living in the indebted city disproportionately affects vulnerable
individuals and communities across lines of gender, class, race, and
migration status. It requires us to understand the ways these individuals
and groups endure and respond to the burden of housing
financialization in daily life.

Understanding the spatial and material expressions of debt becomes
crucial as housing speculation, evictions, and property neglect reshape
urban peripheries and challenge traditional modalities of making home
(Aalbers, 2017; Rolnik, 2017). Housing financialization transforms class
relations and creates new forms of dependency through formal
mechanisms like subprime lending and informal credit networks
(Soederberg, 2015; Reis & Antunes De Oliveira, 2023). At the same time,
households develop diverse mundane and political responses to cope
with debt crises. These relations and practices are conditioned by
housing infrastructure and urban geography, as making home in
conditions of over-indebtedness shapes relations of belonging and
community formation.

We seek to generate dialogue across different urban contexts and
housing finance regimes, examining how debt operates as both a
mechanism of urban inequality and a site of political contestation. By
bringing together diverse empirical cases, methodological and
theoretical approaches, the session aims to advance critical
understanding of the financialized city while highlighting the agency and
resistance strategies of indebted communities.

This panel session welcomes papers addressing the following key
themes:

¥ Care: How debt relationships transform care practices within
households and communities, including the gendered division of debt
management labor and care work as collateral in informal lending
networks.
¥ Subjectivity: How indebtedness affects the relationship to the self,
including but not limited to embodiment, mental and emotional changes,
self-perception, agency, spirituality, attachments and perceived position
in relation to others. 
¥ Solidarity: What forms of collective action emerge from shared
experiences of indebtedness, including tenant organizing, mutual aid
networks, and women's collectives challenging financial violence.
¥ Violence: How indebtedness enables new forms of gender-based and
economic violence, including domestic violence linked to housing debt
stress and eviction as systematic displacement.
¥ Digital Applications and Differentiated Debt Sources: How new
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technologies and diverse credit sources reshape urban debt relations,
including fintech applications targeting women and informal workers.

Gender and Indebted Life: WomenÕs Conflicting Subjectivities
after Relocation from Informal to Formal Housing
È Prof. Tahire Erman (Bilkent University)

Inflating Homes, Shifting Lives: Indexed Mortgages and the
Indebted Urban Condition in Iceland
È Dr. Anne-Cécile Mermet  (Sorbonne Université)

Debt Traps Producing Housing Precarity for Roma Women in
Czechia
È Mrs. Katerina Canigova (Masaryk University)

Water carcerality: debt urbanism and the power of the lien
È Ms. Lucy Everitt  (King's College London) , Prof. Katie Meehan  (King's
College London)

09:00 Oral : #16
#16 Aging with Dignity: Supporting Aging Behaviours Through
Sustainable Urbanism
Venue - HS 30
Organised by: Sravanti Peri (Convenor)
Theme: Intergenerational Urbanism: Aging is frequently framed narrowly
as the final stage of life, resulting in environments, design practices, and
policies that marginalise or exclude older adults. This theme reframes
aging as a shared, intergenerational experience shaped by socio-spatial
contexts and regulatory landscapes, examining how urban environments
influence and support aging across the life course.

1. Session Format (Co-Innovation - Let's Design Aging Together): A hands-
on, interactive session where participants explore urban aging challenges
and co-design inclusive, actionable solutions using insights, snapshots,
and prototyping tools.

2. Session Overview: Focusing on the theme of Intergenerational
Urbanism, this session engages participants in co-innovating and
designing aging together. Building on ethnographic observations of

Singapore's wet markets and India's rythu bazaars, the session shares
key insights into how everyday contexts influence aging behaviours and
participation. These findings are enriched with behavioural theories to
provide a grounded understanding of aging in urban spaces.
Complementing this, a critical mapping of global and national (Singapore
& India) regulatory landscapes has identified opportunities and gaps for
integrating aging into sustainable urbanism. Together, these insights,
along with findings from thematic snapshots, set the foundation for an
interactive co-design board game where participants collaboratively
generate strategies for sustainable, inclusive, and intergenerational
urban environments. Participants will leave with actionable strategies to
reimagine aging as a shared experience shaped by urban environments.

3. Session Plan (120 mins):
a. Introduction and Context (20 mins)
- Overview of aging in urban environments, relevance to inequalities, and
session objectives.
- Observational Insights: Key themes from Singapore's wet markets and
India's rythu bazaars.
- Critical Mapping Insights: Key findings from global and national
(Singapore & India) regulatory landscapes.

b. Thematic Snapshots (2 to 3 ideas as a poster or mini presentation - 25
mins)
- Focus: Thematic linking of aging, urban environment, and inequality.
- Each presenter: 5-minute input (idea or case).
- Discussions: Connecting participant themes with observational and
critical mapping insights.

c. Hands-on Co-Design Workshop (60 mins)
- Interactive activity using the prototype board game "How Do You Want
to Age? Design Your Own Journey."
- Collaboratively explore lived experiences and intergenerational needs
to co-design sustainable urban environments supporting aging
behaviours.

d. Reflection and Discussion (15 mins)
- Synthesise insights from observations, critical mapping, thematic
snapshots, and workshop outcomes.
- Key takeaways for age-inclusive sustainable urbanism.

4. Session Objectives:
- Explore how urban environments can support aging as a shared,
intergenerational experience by integrating observational insights, critical
mapping insights, and thematic snapshots.
- Engage participants in a co-design workshop to generate inclusive,
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actionable strategies for sustainable urbanism that support aging
behaviours.
- Foster interdisciplinary dialogue bridging theory, design, policy, and
practice in age-inclusive urbanism.

5. Target Audience: Academics, industry professionals, healthcare
professionals, policymakers, practitioners, designers, researchers,
students, community stakeholders, and anyone who views aging as a
meaningful, ongoing life journey and is interested in co-creating inclusive,
age-friendly urban environments.

Promoting a social work perspective on age-inclusive urban
environments
È Ms. Eva Schmolmüller  (University of Applied Sciences St. Pölten)

Weak Ties, Strong Cities: Neighbourhood-Scale Urbanism and
Productive Ageing
È Ms. Namrata Kapoor  (IIHS University)

Envejecimiento en el DMQ: Dinámicas de cuidado en contextos
urbanos
È Mr. Jefferson Revelo (Instituto de Investigaciones de la Ciudad), Mrs.
Johanna Cruz (Instituto de Investigaciones de la Ciudad), Mrs. Maria
Velasquez (Instituto de Investigaciones de la Ciudad)

09:00 Oral : #56
#56 Grassroots Territorial Strategies in Urban Peripheries
Venue - HS 31
Organised by: Ana Clara Monteiro-Macedo (Convenor), Mr. Antonio
Sequeira Junior (Convenor), and Lino Texeira (Convenor)
Grassroots territorial strategies developed by groups, organizations, and
social movements in favelas and urban peripheries are central features
of cities in the so-called Global South, both historically and in the
present. In contexts shaped by deep social and spatial inequalities,
especially for Black and peripheral populations, collective mobilizations
around political agendas, the struggle for rights, and the affirmation of
ways of life challenge the dominant logic of urban space production.

This session aims to foster debate on the multiple territorial strategies

emerging from peripheral contexts, educational experiences, cultural
practices, knowledge production, and other territorially rooted initiatives,
and their capacity to influence urban production and public policies. By
articulating different spheres of action and combining local and broader
scales, these practices transcend the boundaries of their territories and
reverberate across society, calling for a reexamination of the role of the
university itself.
We welcome research, completed or in progress, addressing the
implications of grassroots territorial practices and collective mobilization
in favelas and urban peripheries, especially in relation to:

i. Knowledge production and engagement with public data;
ii. Popular mobilization and rights-based agendas;
iii. Self-managed territorial and organizational practices;
iv. Political advocacy and strategies of influence;
v. Artistic practices and cultural politics;
vi. Heritage and memory;
vii. Socio-environmental agendas;
viii. Care networks and the valuing of life.

Counting favelas: the production of data by peripheral subjects
È Ms. Thais Cruz (Uerj)

How do ordinary inhabitants make sense of social protests in the
urban margins? The role of local grassroot organization and
territorial memory in the conflictualization of discussions in
Ciudad Bolívar, Bogotá.
È Mr. Maël ALONZO (Université Paris 8)

IN THE WEAVINGS OF KNOWLEDGE AND MEMORIES PRODUCTION
IN THE FAVELAS AND PERIPHERIES OF RIO DE JANEIRO
È Dr. Palloma Menezes (UERJ), Mr. Gustavo Azevedo (UERJ), Ms.
Kharine Dantasa (UERJ), Ms. Thais Cruz (University of Antwerp)

09:00 Oral : #76
#76 A Cultural-Cognitive Approach To ÒInequalities and the CityÓ
Venue - HS 32
Organised by: Lorenzo Sabetta (Convenor) and Sara Lancieri (Convenor)
How are urban inequalities perceived, and under what conditions are
they ignored? What role does spatial knowledge play in reproducing or
contesting environmental disparities? In what ways do the social
mindscapes of contemporary cities intersect with residential
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segregation, metropolitan marginalization, and exclusion?

In his influential 2010 Poetics paper, Daina Cheyenne Harvey emphasized
the dynamic relationship between space and cognition: cognitive modes
shape our understanding of space just as the spatial configuration of
social environments shapes our cognitive modes. In a brief article
published in 2003, David Harvey similarly suggested the introduction of a
"right to the city," arguing how molding the cities we inhabit "more in
accord with our heart's desire" (p. 941) would directly affect our
comprehension of urban realities and of ourselves, as well as the
possibility of altering them. Yet, this dialectical interdependence is still
understudied - more than a century after Simmel's seminal essay The
Metropolis and Mental Life. While the idea that we think not only as
individuals but also as members of particular "thought communities" is
widely accepted, it has rarely been applied systematically. Other than
some notable exceptions (see inter alia Brekhus 2003; Portugali 2011;
Scott 2014; Janz 2017; Middleton 2021; Brighenti 2022; Simone 2022), the
complex, intersubjective meanings produced within the context of
today's cities are often overlooked in discussions of inequality. 

The main purpose of this panel is to explore (and update) the substantive
connection between the sociology of the mind and the sociology of the
city through the prism of inequalities. We invite contributions - both
theoretical and empirical, quantitative and qualitative, micro and macro -
that approach the city either as an independent variable (i.e., how urban
configurations of inequality affect cognitive modes) or as a dependent
variable (i.e., how cognitive modes shape urban experiences of
inequality). 

We especially encourage cross-disciplinary, theory-driven, and empirically
grounded work that addresses the following central questions:
¥ How do socio-mental conventions by which we attend and disattend to
features of urban space contribute to the persistence of urban
inequalities? 
¥ Conversely, how might these same cultural-cognitive frameworks stem
or mitigate such inequalities? 
¥ What circumstances can favor or hinder such processes (and the
occurrence of mega-events, the degree of gentrification of urban areas,
etc.)?

Relevant sub-themes may include (but are not limited to):

!  Differences in the socio-cognitive "politics of perception" existing in
cities of the Global South versus the Global North.
!  The nexus between the attention economy, technological
developments, contemporary cities, and the reproduction of inequalities.
!  Patterns in selecting certain inequalities as extraordinary and
remarkable over other forms of inequalities neglected as commonplace
and ordinary.
!  The social phenomenology of events and infrastructure in urban life,
as well as the overlap of mental and material infrastructures in today's
city. 
!  The (shift in) perception of one's city following the implementation of
policies aimed at urban regeneration and at the redevelopment of
specific neighborhoods.
!  The impact of cultural-cognitive "nodes" and features (e.g.,
feelings/emotions, schemas/frames, visibility, curiosity, etc.) on the
interaction with/participation in urban.

Territories and Cognitive Processes: Co-producing Dispositions
and Inequalities
È Dr. Federico La Bruna  (Independent Researcher)

Knowing without Naming Embodied Sustainability, Inequality and
Space in Migrants' Everyday Life
È Mr. Niccolò Manfrin  (University of Trento) , Prof. Martina Cvajner
(University of Trento)

Perceptions of poverty and inequality amid urban
transformations: Encounters, transformers and pointers
È Dr. Nihan Akyelken (University of Oxford)

A Critical Phenomenology of Residualisation in Australian Social
Housing
È Ms. Mel Powersmith  (The University of Queensland)

09:00 Oral : #44
#44 Graffiti and Street Art Between Community and Commerce
Venue - HS 34
Organised by: Dr. Maggie Kusenbach (Convenor)
From quick tags, stickers, or paste-ups to elaborate multi-story murals,
graffiti and street art are ubiquitous on urban surfaces around the world.
Originating from below and long ignored or criminalized, over the past
two decades, these global artforms have increasingly captured the
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attention of community activists, public officials, and commercial actors
alike who seek to influence and maximize their uses in different ways.
Today, many cities feature a mixture of government policies and
programs (e.g. legal walls), community and non-profit initiatives (e.g.
festivals, jams), and private businesses (e.g. galleries) that promote
graffiti and street art, giving rise to new urban coalitions, forms of
engagement, challenges, and conflicts.

This session seeks to gather urban scholars from around the world to
share and discuss research, thinking, and engagement regarding the
questions listed below with interested colleagues. All theoretical
frameworks, research designs, methods, and analytic approaches are
welcome. I especially encourage colleagues who are working in, and/or
on, underrepresented countries, metro regions, and urban communities
to participate in the scholarly conversation. All presentations should be
visually engaging yet do not need to follow conventional scripts. Graffiti
and street art researchers around the globe are known for their
creativity, mutual support, and eagerness to engage with others which
we want to showcase and nurture in this session. 

I invite papers that address the following questions and issues (among
others):
- Is graffiti authentic and subversive by definition, is street art always
contrived and established, or are both more complex and dynamic than
is often assumed? In which ways do graffiti and street art overlap and
influence each other in specific local scenes?
- Which roles do government, community, non-profit, and/or private
actors play in graffiti and street art scenes today?
- What are the histories and impacts of graffiti and street art policies,
programs, and events, such as legal walls or annual festivals?
- Given their growing popularity and commercial embrace, what remains
public and inclusive about graffiti and/or street art, and what does not?
- In which ways do these artforms underpin existing urban inequalities or
create new forms of exclusion? Specifically, how do graffiti and street art
intersect with tourism and gentrification in local places?

Walking Through Value: Exploring Graffiti and Street Art Through
the Go-Along Method
È Mrs. Cecilia Brazioli  (University of Milan)

Public Walls and the Right to the City: A Case Study of ViennaÕs
Wienerwand
È Mx. Zola Neri  (Central European University)

Taming the Urban Canvas: Governance, Actors, and the Multi-
Centric Networks of City Murals
È Prof. NIR MUALAM (Technion), Dr. Eynat Mendelson  (Tel Aviv
University)

09:00 Oral : #88
#88 Vertical Peripheries and the Rescaling of Housing Inequalities
Venue - Franz-König Saal
Organised by: Prof. Luisa Sotomayor (Convenor) and Dr. Friederike
Fleischer (Convenor)
Over the past two decades, verticalization has emerged as a central
strategy in mass housing programs, promoted as a response to land
scarcity, informal urban growth and rising housing demand. This model
has produced a distinctive urban form: large, often state-subsidized
towers on the metropolitan edge, frequently constructed on former
rural, informal or environmentally sensitive land. Particularly visible in
Latin America, Africa, and Asia, but increasingly evident elsewhere, these
vertical peripheries promise formalization and modernity, encouraging
low-income households to pursue homeownership as a means of
achieving social mobility. Yet this aspiration often entails heavy
indebtedness and relocation to peripheral areas distant from
employment, services, and political representation.
Developed through arrangements that combine public subsidy with
private investment, these projects operate where limited state capacity
meets speculative accumulation. Guided by state- and developer-led
narratives of inclusion, these massified projects redefine citizenship
through property, credit and control, often mediated by private
governance structures, such as condominium or management boards.
Rather than redressing inequality, these schemes tend to reproduce
existing urban hierarchies and socio-ecological contradictions at the
margins. Crucially, large housing complexes have become key
instruments through which governments manage land, housing, and
infrastructure, producing new configurations of density, environmental
pressure, and social fragmentation that reshape how urban differences
and inequalities are organized, negotiated and experienced at the
metropolitan scale.

This panel, aligned with the RC21 theme "Inequalities and the City: Old
Issues, New Challenges," examines how verticalization is reshaping
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urban relations of power and governance by extending investment,
regulation, and privatized planning across the metropolitan edge. It asks
how these housing forms contribute to the rescaling of housing
inequality, understood as the shifting distribution of resources,
responsibilities, and vulnerabilities between state, market, and
household actors in contemporary city regions.
Key themes include the political economy of verticalization, the changing
roles of public and private actors in housing delivery, the financialization
of social and low-cost housing, and the environmental and scalar politics
of high-rise density. The panel also invites analyses of the collective and
insurgent practices of adaptation, organization, and resistance emerging
within high-rise peripheries, where residents negotiate the contradictions
of formal inclusion and material exclusion. We welcome interdisciplinary
and methodologically diverse contributions, including ethnographic,
historical, political-economic, comparative, and design-based
approaches. Together, these perspectives will deepen understanding of
how housing and urban governance are rescaling inequality, citizenship,
and belonging across contemporary metropolises.

Homeownership, Affordability, and Time: Understanding the
Vertical Peripheries from Outside.
È Dr. Raffael Beier (Technische Universität Dortmund)

Profitable Peripheralisation: Vertical Social Housing and the
Political Design of Subsidies in Lima
È Dr. Diana Torres-Obregon  (Research Centre for Urban and Territorial
Theory Ð URBES-LAB), Dr. Matteo Labarthe  (Universidad de Ingeniería y
Tecnología - UTEC)

New Urban peripheries since the 1990s in Germany: Rescaling of
social inequalities among two city extensions in Berlin and
Frankfurt/ Main
È Prof. Carsten Keller (Kassel University) , Mr. Jonas Jehnichen (Kassel
University)

The White Towers: Vertical Living and the Contradiction at the
Margins
È Dr. Ute Lehrer  (York University) , Ms. Madison Stirling  (York
University) , Prof. Katherine Perrott  (University of Waterloo)

10:30 General
Coffee Break
Venue - Courtyard

11:00 Poster
Poster exhibition
Venue - Courtyard
Organised by: Dr. Tatjana Boczy (Convenor), Dr. Yuri Kazepov, Miriam
Aistleitner, and Mr. Henning Jostes

Perceived Safety as a Spatial Condition of Inclusion: A Review of
WomenÕs Experiences in Public Space
È Ms. Toka Abdelmutleb  (University College Dublin)

Placemaking in São Teotónio, Portugal
È Ms. Barbara Wimmer-Bulin  (DIMAS, University of Regensburg)

Activists, Associative Worlds, and Urban Inequalities: Civic
Engagement and the Reinvention of the Local in Four Italian Cities
È Prof. Tommaso Vitale (SciencesPo (CEE, Urban school))

Active-mobility interventions and gentrification: Can
transformations in the built environment lead to social changes?
È Mr. Pablo Villar-Abeijón  (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona)

Environmental inequalities in German cities Ð Result and
continuation of a systematic review
È Ms. Sarah Tietjen  (German Environment Agency), Dr. Jascha Wiehn
(German Environment Agency), Mrs. Christiane Bunge (German
Environment Agency), Mr. André Conrad  (German Environment
Agency), Prof. Tobias Rüttenauer  (Goethe University Frankfurt)

Of Sindhi Refugees: Making Home in Jalgaon
È Ms. Khushboo Tejwani  (School of Environment and Architecture)
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The Spatial Transformation of Social Structure and the Geography
of Inequality: A GIS-based Analysis of Preschool ChildrenÕs
Environments in Tokyo
È Mr. Shinichi Taniwaki  (Sophia University)

Combatting Inequality. Neighbourhoods in Berlin
È Mr. Linus Schiedermair  (TU Berlin)

Citizenship from Nowhere: Socio-spatial Violence and the
Production of The City
È Ms. Danielle Rodrigues  (Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro)

Human Capital over Household Constraints? Rural WomenÕs Non-
Farm Employment in a Rapidly Urbanizing Coastal Village in
ChinaGendered Labour
È Ms. YUXI QI (The Experimental High School Attached to Beijing
Normal University)

Explaining neighborhood effects on neighborhood cohesion: the
varying influence of residential reputation by household income
È Mr. Cristóbal Ortiz  (Millennium Nucleus Insecurity and Urban
Cohesion), Dr. Quentin Ramond  (Universidad Mayor)

Producing Urban Informality: From Residential Mobility to Land
Trajectories in Northern Lebanon
È Ms. Mira MINA (Université Paris Cité Ð CESSMA & Lebanese University
Ð CERDA)

Drawing Fragmentation: A Model of 10 Neighborhoods and 100
Dwellings to Understand Social Stratification in Seville
È Ms. Carmen Medina Carril  (Universidad Pablo de Olavide)

Housing movements, capitalism and class: A political economy of
constraints, opportunities and consequences
È Prof. Miguel A. Martínez  (Uppsala University)

Studying Graffiti Beyond Illegality: A Methodological Framework
for Analysing Urban Inequality through Informal Practices
È Mr. Yongdong Ma (Cardiff University)

Painting Over the Cracks: Street Art, Cultural Legitimacy,and the
Contradictions of Creative City Governance in Berlin
È Ms. Alisha Lynch (Queen's University Belfast)

THE SPACE BETWEEN US: Adaptive Spatial Design as Intervention
in Post-Conflict Urbanization and Displacement-Induced Housing
Crises
È Mr. Yossri Aly (Teaching Assistant & PhD Student Architecture
Department, Faculty of Fine Arts Alexandria University, Alexandria,
Egypt), Mr. Ahmed Aly (Teaching Assistant & PhD Student Architecture
Department, Faculty of Fine Arts Alexandria University, Alexandria,
Egypt), Ms. Hagar Nemr  (Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Fine Arts
Alexandria University, Alexandria, Egypt)

Coloring the Streets: Student Jackets, Urban Visibility, and Protest
under Repression in Indonesia
È Mr. Rafael Pandu AMARTYA (Universitas Indonesia) , Dr. Raphaella
Dewantari DWIANTO (Universitas Indonesia)

Invisible Inequalities in Urban Space: Place, Community, and
Perceived Homophobia among LGBTQ Individuals
È Prof. Amy Adamczyk (John Jay College, CUNY), Mr. Ricardo Valle
González (City University of New York)

Between Belonging and Exclusion: Afghan RefugeesÕ Experiences
of State Violence in Europe
È Dr. Muhammad Ashfaq (University of Zurich)

The Urban Social Compact in the Digital Age
È Dr. Nicole Bassoff  (University of Virginia)

The Territorialization of Resources of São PauloÕs Urban
Development Fund (2013Ð2022)
È Ms. Giovana Bianconi  (University of São Paulo (USP))
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Long COVID, Temporal Justice, and Urban Space: Disability,
Rhythm, and Public Policy in New York City
È Ms. Cintia de Freitas Melo  (The New School for Social Research)

Gated urbanism: wealth inequality in Johannesburg
È Ms. Federica Duca (Public Affairs Research Institute, University of
Johannesburg)

Favela Upgrading Collection Ð Building a Repertoire
È Dr. Lara Ferreira  (Center for Favela Studies (CEFAVELA))

The Nairobi Eviction Assemblage: Old Logics, New Justifications
È Mr. Hezron Gathura  (KU Leuven), Prof. Manuel Aalbers (KU Leuven),
Mr. Lawrence Esho (Technical University of Kenya)

From Competitions to Communities: Spatial Strategies of Shared
Living in Europan Built Projects
È Ms. Nisa Nur Göksel (Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University) , Prof. Burçin
Cem Arabacõo"lu (Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University)

Walk or street marketing? When communication becomes
aggressive
È Mr. Antonio Iannaccone  (Pontifical Gregorian University)

Co-constitution of Feminine Subjectivities and Ethnic Identities in
Marginalised Regions of Iran: The Intersection of Tourism and
Marginalization
È Ms. Masoumeh Khaliligoudarzi  (University of Westminster)

Space for PTSD Survivors of Conflict, Kashmir
È Mr. Haaris Khan (Shri KL Tiwari College of Architecture)

11:00 Keynote
Large-Scale Data and Understanding Economic Inequality - Mario L.
Small
Venue - Gro§er Festsaal
Organised by: Prof. Mario L. Small
The social sciences are in the midst of a revolution in access to data, as
governments and private companies have accumulated vast digital
records of rapidly multiplying aspects of our lives and made those
records available to researchers. The accessibility and
comprehensiveness of the data are unprecedented. How will the data
revolution affect the study of social inequality? I examine the new
opportunities and limitations of new availability of data and technology
on our ability to answer important questions in urban inequality, based
on ongoing empirical research on neighborhoods and economic
inequality.

Large-Scale Data and Understanding Economic Inequality 
È Mario L. Small  (Department of Sociology, Columbia University)

11:00 Keynote
Streaming Keynote
Venue - Audimax

12:30 General
Lunch
Venue - Courtyard
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13:15 Workshop : PYW 6
Urban Radar
Venue - SR 01
Organised by: Prof. Beth Perry (Panel Chair) and Prof. Tom Goodfellow
(Panel Chair)
Scholarly podcasting has been described as an insurgent practice 'against
academic structures that curb creativity, inhibit personal and collective
transformations and promote self-interest over generosity' (Cook, 2023).
In recent decades there has been a strong growth in podcasting as an
engagement platform to make scholarship more accessible to audiences
beyond the academy, including within urban studies - for instance the
City Road Podcast, The Urban Political, or Walking the City With. 

In this contribution we will introduce our podcast Urban Radar, which
takes an urban lens to contemporary affairs underpinned by a
commitment to urban social justice. Launched in 2025, Urban Radar hit
the UK social science podcast charts, and was amongst the top 5% of
new podcast entrants according to one major streaming platform. It
reached listeners in every continent, over 80 countries and 670 cities
(47% of listeners are beyond UK). In the last twelve months, we have
made 17 episodes, with 40 guests, including leading urban studies
theorists and thinkers, early career scholars and PhD students. In this
pitch, we reflect on the motivations, process, values and outcomes of
making Series 1 and its potential as an 'epistemic living space' (Cox et al,
2023) to challenge traditional modes of knowledge production. We
highlight four key characteristics of the Urban Radar approach. 

First, our starting point disrupts the usual flows of knowledge in which
academic expertise is broadcast to an external audience, via a mode of
'diffusion' which presumes a transfer of expertise from 'inside' the
academy to a supposedly less educated 'outside'. By scanning the news,
Urban Radar brings ideas in to the academic community, enabling the
excellence and rigour of scholarly expertise to be 'infused' with its
contemporary relevance. This further requires an epistemic permeability
to how we conceptualise the 'urban' and the range of disciplines required
to understand and analyse its changing importance as a scale for
thinking and doing. Second, whilst sometimes led by the big headlines
and stories dominating the news, we actively seek to mitigate spatial
blindness (Frickel and Kinchy, 2018) by surfacing urban happenings in
less usual settings and places. We seek to foster a space

for translocal thinking, moving between and across Easts-Wests-Norths
and Souths in search of a global urbanism that transcends usual binaries
between global and ordinary cities. Third, Urban Radar operates at a
meso-temporality, starting in the here and now, but connecting through
discussion with guests to long-standing urban studies debates on
inequalities, their structural roots and historical precedents, as well as
looking for future imaginaries. Finally, more than passive public
engagement, our experience reinforces the potential of podcasting as
reflection, agenda-setting and as method (Moore and Theweneti, 2025)
for both hosts and guests. Previous podcast guests attending RC21 (with
fewer than two contributions) will be invited to discuss their experiences
with us, following our presentation before Q&A. If selected to pitch our
work, we offer to bring portable podcast equipment and include a
feature recorded live from RC21 on a future episode of Urban Radar.

Urban Radar
È Prof. Beth Perry (Urban Institute, University of Sheffield) , Prof. Tom
Goodfellow  (University of Manchester)

13:15 Workshop : PYW 13
Uncoding the City: Part One
Venue - SR 02
Organised by: Dr. Regev Nathansohn (Panel Chair)
"Uncoding the City" is a research project based on three Multimodal
Anthropological Videographies (MAV) that offers two main contributions
to social research: (1) Theoretically, it analyzes urban digitalization
through a neo-Bourdieusian approach; (2) Methodologically, it provides
an innovative approach to analyzing and presenting ethnographic
observations by means of multimodal videography. 

This research project is based on a multi-sited ethnography in the field of
"smart cities," where digital means are supposedly designed to increase
the efficiency and predictability of urban infrastructures, services, and
planning. Part one of "Uncoding the City" focuses on how technology
companies re-symbolize the urban sphere as a digitally codable sphere.
By using Loïc Wacquant's (2023) neo-Bourdieusian approach to urban
studies, as composed of the trialectics of social, symbolic, and physical
spaces, this MAV analyzes the storytelling and visual techniques that
technology companies use to deepen their presence in the urban field, in
order to increase their financial capital, data capital, and symbolic capital.

This videography shows how technology companies re-symbolize urban
space as future-oriented and digitally codable through the following
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chain of speculations: since people have certain needs and since
technology is the solution to these needs, the intervention of technology
companies in the public sphere becomes unquestionable and inevitable.
By juxtaposing marketing materials for smart city products with
ethnographic accounts of everyday life in the city, part one of Uncoding
the City uncovers and troubles these speculations.

Methodologically, MAV offers an innovative platform for analyzing
ethnographic data through experimental editing. Instead of treating
different materials separately, presenting them linearly, or highlighting
their totality, MAVs juxtapose two or more materials simultaneously on a
single screen in creative, original ways that enable dialectical and even
trialectical forms of analysis and display. 

Works cited:
Wacquant, Loïc. 2023. Bourdieu in the City: Challenging Urban Theory.
Cambridge: Polity Press.

Uncoding the City: Part One
È Dr. Regev Nathansohn  (Independent scholar)

13:15 Workshop : PYW 29
Modern Guide on Urban Poverty
Venue - SR 03
Organised by: Prof. David Benassi (Panel Chair), Prof. Enrica Morlicchio
(Panel Chair), and Prof. Enzo Mingione (Panel Chair)
This Modern Guide provides a new conceptual framework and
vocabulary for understanding and addressing urban poverty in
contemporary societies. Contributing authors examine in-depth case
studies from cities in the Global North and South, adopting a range of
approaches from quantitative analyses to in-depth ethnographies.
Chapters highlight how large groups of newly urbanised populations
develop informal strategies to cope with extreme living conditions in
poor neighborhoods or shantytowns. They illustrate how, amid violence
and conflict, these populations create networks of solidarity, forms of
resilience and political collectives that demand better living conditions
and the right to the city. The book also assesses the ambivalent role of
public policies in mitigating or exacerbating urban poverty and explores
the emerging realities and trajectories of urban poverty.

Index of the book
Modern Guide on Urban Poverty
Edited by David Benassi, Enzo Mingione and Enrica Morlicchio
Edward Elgar Publishing

Contents
Introduction by the editors
Part I - Macro perspectives on Urban Poverty
1.	Urban poverty in the United States by Hilary Silver
2.	Social innovation tackling poverty in European cities: The complexity
of scales and social transformations by Tatjana Boczy and Yuri Kazepov
3.	Urban poverty and policy in Africa by Jeremy Seekings
4.	Urbanisation of Poverty in China by Yupeng Zhang
Part II - Urban poverty, dispossession and resistance
5.	Pipes, tunnels and veins. Inhabiting the underground of dispossession
in Bucharest, Romania by Michele Lancione
6.	Urban Poverty and Informality in Southern Europe: A View from
Naples by G. Laino and M. Trifuoggi
7.	The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on urban poverty: A case of the
northern region of Bangladesh by Khandaker Mursheda Farhana and
Kazi Abdul Mannan
8.	Community Action, Social Capital, and Care in Oliver Bond House's
Struggle Against Poverty in Dublin's Inner City by Lidia K. C. Manzo
9.	Dis/possessive geographies: Poverty, violence and private property in
the proletarian neighborhoods of Mexico City by Rodrigo Meneses
10.	The Vulnerability Context of Homelessness in India's Capital City:
Evaluating the Capacity of Delhi's Network Shelter Governance System to
Meet the Needs of the Homeless by Ashwin Parulkar
Part III - Comparing urban poverty
11.	Urban poverty and street vending in Mexico City and Milan by Diego
Coletto and Veronica Crossa
12.	Bricolage at the urban periphery. Poor people's strategies in
Argentina and Ecuador by Maricarmen Hernández and Javier Auyero
13.	The "double movement" and the distribution of urban poverty
amongst Lagos and Mexico City's waste workers by Côme Salvaire

Modern Guide on Urban Poverty
È Prof. David Benassi (University of Milano-Bicocca) , Prof. Enrica
Morlicchio  (University of Naples Federico II), Prof. Enzo Mingione
(University of Milano-Bicocca)
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13:15 Workshop : PYW 4
Technology and Forced Migration. Ukrainian Migrants in Central and
Eastern Europe
Venue - SR 04
Organised by: Dr. Bielewska Agnieszka (Panel Chair), Dr. Marie Jelínková
(Panel Chair), and Dr. Ewa &l'zak-Belowska (Panel Chair)
The Russian aggression on Ukraine has drastically altered the migration
situation in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) leading to mass forced
migration. The book we would like to present details the experiences of
countless forced migrants who arrived to Poland, Czechia, Slovakia and
Hungary and the governments attempts in managing the forced
migration. 

Given the pivotal role of information and telecommunication
technologies (ICTs) for both migrants and host societies, the book
explores the intersection of ICTs and forced migration and uses
comprehensive research and robust qualitative methods to demonstrate
how these countries are emerging as New Immigration Destinations and
handling the influx of Ukrainians. Contributions from economists,
sociologists, and political scientists provide a thorough examination of
how Ukrainian forced migrants navigate their lives using modern
technologies, as well as their impact on these technologies. 

It examines both individual and institutional perspectives. The first one
shows the role of ICTs in migration decisions making and in migrants'
integration. The latter - the use of ICTs by private and public actors.
Among private actors, it analyses especially the role of the mobile
operators in the reception and integration of Ukrainian forced migrants
and the challenges of the public-private partnerships in essential
technological services. In case of public actors, it discusses the role of
ICTs in migration management, starting from EU migration governance,
through the question how states use these technologies to communicate
with and provide services to migrants, particularly Ukrainian forced
migrants and ending at the city level. It investigates the function of ICTs in
disseminating information and facilitating access to public services as a
migration-management tool. It also provides an overview of the
challenges and opportunities that digital technologies bring in facilitating
and regulating forced migration in this part of Europe.

Technology and Forced Migration. Ukrainian Migrants in Central
and Eastern Europe
È Dr. Bielewska Agnieszka (University of Wroc(aw), Dr. Marie Jelínková
(Charles University) , Dr. Ewa &l'zak-Belowska  (Kraków University of
Economics)

13:15 Workshop : PYW 5
People Power in Cities
Venue - SR 05
Organised by: Prof. Kurt Iveson (Panel Chair)
This session will discuss the new book People Power in Cities by Amanda
Tattersall and Kurt Iveson (Oxford University Press, 2026). Book co-
author Kurt Iveson will present an overview of the book's arguments and
examples, followed by a short commentary and question-and-answer.

Book Synopsis:

In an era plagued by increasing inequality and intensifying climate
change, residents of cities are facing crises on multiple fronts. In
response, people are coming together to find solutions. But what does it
take for them to change their city for good?

People Power in Cities is an analysis of the strategies people are using to
fight for social and climate justice and achieve a greater say in how their
cities are run. Highlighting the voices of organizers, activists, thinkers,
and movements on the ground, Amanda Tattersall and Kurt Iveson reveal
complex ecologies of people struggling for rights to home, dignity, and
freedom. They draw from examples around the world, such as the 'be
water' fluidity tactic used by crowds in Hong Kong, micro-utopia squats in
Cape Town, and electoral reclamation of institutions in Barcelona.
Unpacking the advantages and limitations of each strategy, Tattersall and
Iveson argue against seeing any one as a 'silver bullet' to the dilemmas
faced by urban movements, instead exploring the potential for
complementary combinations of strategies that are too often seen in
competition. The result is a people power framework that unlocks
opportunities for urban movements everywhere seeking to create
change. An essential guide for researchers and organizers alike, People
Power in Cities makes sense of the dynamic, interconnected, and
insurgent urban moment, helping us seize the opportunities for
democratic experimentation available in our cities.

People Power in Cities
È Prof. Kurt Iveson (University of Sydney)
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13:15 Workshop : PYW 30
Tenant Stories
Venue - SR 06
Organised by: Prof. Carolina Gonzalez Redondo (Panel Chair) and Mr.
Pablo Boye (Panel Chair)
Maca rents an apartment in Flores; Sergio, a studio in the Mugica
neighborhood (formerly Villa 31); Yani lives in a room in a residential
hotel in Constitución. Their stories are different, as are their present lives,
but they share one condition: being tenants in the city of Buenos Aires.
Through their experiences, Tenant Stories invites viewers to reflect on
renting as a way of accessing housing. At the same time, this
documentary aims to share the results of the Tenant Survey, conducted
annually by various academic institutions and civil society organizations
in Buenos Aires.

Tenant Stories
È Prof. Carolina Gonzalez Redondo  (CONICET / IEALC-UBA), Mr. Pablo
Boye (ACIJ)

13:15 Workshop : PYW 9
Everyday Life and Urban Studies / Lived Space and Urban Studies
Venue - SR 07
Organised by: Prof. Sabine Knierbein (Panel Chair)
Everyday Life and Urban Studies revisits the ordinary routines that shape
urban life during the crises-ridden last century and early new
millennium. Vast parts of Henri Lefebvre's intellectual work on everyday
life however remain underappreciated in urban studies. This book seeks
to re-integrate Lefebvre's Critique of Everyday Life into studies of
urbanization. Starting in the 1920s, the book realigns historical insights
with contemporary urban phenomena to uncover patterns of capitalist
urbanization. By showing the relevance of grasping the minutiae of
everyday life to understanding cities, the urban and urbanization today;
everyday life, space, and philosophy are brought back in tension. This
work combines analytical-methodological exploration, pedagogic
mission, and theoretical advances to carve out an everyday-theory-based
approach to urban studies situated at the interface of the spatial arts, the
humanities, and the social sciences. This book examines the
transformative potential that lies hidden in everyday life thereby
unravelling a way to nurture hope amid unsettled urban conditions.

The book is essential for students, faculty, and researchers in the fields of
urban studies, city planning, urban design, human geography, sociology,
cultural studies, and political science.

Everyday Life and Urban Studies / Lived Space and Urban Studies
È Prof. Sabine Knierbein  (Technical University Vienna)

13:15 Workshop : PYW 11
The urban life of workers in post-Soviet Russia: Engaging in
everyday struggle
Venue - SR 08
Organised by: Dr. Alexandrina Vanke (Panel Chair)
Centring on 'The urban life of workers in post-Soviet Russia: Engaging in
everyday struggle' (Manchester University Press, 2024; paperback 2026),
this book talk invites a wider international discussion on how ordinary
people across different societies experience, negotiate and respond to
inequalities in everyday life and urban space.

Drawing on a multi-sited ethnography of workers' lived experiences in
Russia's major cities, Moscow and Yekaterinburg, the talk introduces and
develops the concepts of structures of feeling (Raymond Williams) and
everyday struggle. These concepts are examined within larger orders of
power, at the intersection of neoliberal and neo-authoritarian modes of
urban and societal governance.
Rather than treating everyday life as politically marginal, the book
foregrounds mundane practices, affects and moral orientations through
which inequalities are lived, contested and partially reworked. The book
talk opens up comparative and transnational conversations by
addressing the following questions:

¥	How can structures of feeling, understood as affective principles
ordering senses, imaginaries and struggles in post-industrial cities, be
applied in glocal contexts?
¥	How do neoliberal and authoritarian forms of governance shape the
everyday lives of workers, and how do workers respond to these
conditions?
¥	To what extent is the concept of everyday struggle applicable beyond
authoritarian settings, including liberal and non-authoritarian societies?
¥	Are new forms of transnational solidarity among workers and other
ordinary people possible in an era marked by wars, conflicts,
catastrophes and polycrisis?

The book talk positions everyday struggle as a shared, though unevenly
structured, feature of contemporary urban life, opening space for
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dialogue across regions, political regimes and disciplinary boundaries.

The urban life of workers in post-Soviet Russia: Engaging in
everyday struggle
È Dr. Alexandrina Vanke (Institute of Sociology of the Federal Centre of
Theoretical and Applied Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences)

13:15 Workshop : PYW 12
Radical MunicipalismThe Politics of the Common and the
Democratization of Public Services
Venue - HS 03
Organised by: Dr. Iolanda Bianchi (Panel Chair)
This presentation introduces the volume Radical Municipalism: The
Politics of the Commons and the Democratisation of Public Services,
published by Bristol University Press as part of the Alternatives to
Capitalism in the 21st Century series. The volume is co-edited by Iolanda
Bianchi (Universitat de Barcelona) and Bertie Russell (Universitat
Autònoma de Barcelona) and brings together contributions from more
than thirty authors.

With the ambition of reconnecting with a line of thought left open by
state theorist Nicos Poulantzas on the democratic road to socialism, the
book explores how common-based strategies can be applied to the
production and governance of local public services, and what these
experiences reveal about the capacity of cities to democratise public
institutions. Recognising the limits of past socialist experiences, including
both traditional social-democratic and Stalinist approaches, the volume
reflects on how a different form of socialism can be articulated through a
radical transformation of the state, starting from the local scale and
extending beyond it, while acknowledging that state transformation is a
necessary, but not sufficient, condition.

The book is composed of an introduction and two theoretical chapters
written by the editors, which provide a shared conceptual and analytical
framework for the volume and establish a strong theoretical basis for the
analysis that follows. These chapters are followed by a collection of
fourteen empirical case studies analysing concrete applications of
common-based strategies to local public services. The cases draw on
different geographical contexts, mainly across Europe and the Americas.

The volume concludes with a set of reflections on three key dimensions
considered necessary to advance a radical democratisation of local
institutions and beyond: the scalar dimension, the ownership dimension,
and the legal dimension.

By bringing together theoretical reflection and empirical analysis, the
book contributes to a broader discussion on the role of cities in
processes of democratic transformation, while also reflecting on the
possibilities and limits of extending these transformations beyond the
urban scale.

The book will be presented by one of the co-editors, Iolanda Bianchi, and
discussed by one of the contributing authors, before opening the
discussion to questions from the audience.

Radical MunicipalismThe Politics of the Common and the
Democratization of Public Services
È Dr. Iolanda Bianchi  (University of Barcelona, Department of
Sociology)

13:15 Workshop : PYW 10
Unlocking parking challenges: Leveraging Amritsar insights to
tackle parking challenges in early million-plus cities
Venue - HS 05
Organised by: Mr. Sourav Dhar (Panel Chair)
Rapid urbanisation across the Global South, adding 2.5 billion city
dwellers by 2050, is fundamentally reshaping travel behaviour, land use,
and urban space demand. In India, the urban population is projected to
nearly double from 461 million in 2018 to 877 million by 2050, with half
of the country's population expected to live in cities by mid-century. This
demographic shift is accompanied by a sharp rise in personal vehicle
ownership, expected to increase from 294 million to 494 million vehicles
over the same period, with two-wheelers dominating the growth. While
urban transport is a key economic driver, unchecked growth in private
vehicles is intensifying parking stress, particularly in early million-plus
cities that are yet to adopt systematic parking management frameworks.
This publication examines the mobility-parking nexus through a detailed
case study of Amritsar, positioning it as a representative Indian early
million-plus city undergoing rapid spatial expansion and motorisation. 

Evidence from Amritsar illustrates how parking stress develops well
before cities reach a metropolitan scale. In Amritsar, surveyed sites
showed 40% consistent on-street parking occupancy, peaking at 50-92%
during weekday evenings (6-7 pm), driven by work-related travel. Off-
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street facilities averaged 50-70% utilisation, with users favouring free
kerbside parking options. The study also found that, despite multi-story
residential growth, vehicle ownership remains subdued due to the
abundance of multi-storied residential growth, vehicle ownership
remains subdued due to abundant on-street parking. Currently, Amritsar
holds a 14,017 Equivalent Car Space (ECS) surplus, but projections
indicate a 6,537 ECS gap by 2030, escalating to a 31,412 ECS deficit by
2050.

Comparative analysis across similar Indian cities reveals decadal ground
coverage growth of 20-61%, yet vehicle ownership correlates strongly
with economic prosperity: two-wheeler stock per 1,000 population yields
r=0.836 (p=0.039) with GDDP per capita (Gross District Domestic
Product), while cars show R)=0.934. These patterns underscore a
mobility-parking nexus, where unchecked vehicle proliferation outpaces
supply, fostering inequalities in access and space. The study
recommendations advocate zonal regulations like prioritising Amritsar's
34 sq km city-centre core for strict parking pricing, generating *10-15
crore (equivalent to USD 11,00,000- 16,00,000) annually by 2035 to
bolster ULB budgets (equal to 3-5% of total municipal budget). 

Equally critical is governance, as parking is an inherently localised
challenge that requires context-specific, neighbourhood-level responses.
The study therefore recommends a decentralised institutional framework
with clearly defined roles and responsibilities for urban local bodies,
sectoral agencies, and elected representatives. Importantly, well-
designed parking regulations can serve as an entry point for polluter-
pays instruments, such as low-emission zones, congestion pricing, etc, by
familiarising users with pricing, zoning, and compliance mechanisms.
While particularly necessary for India's early million-plus cities, this
governance-led approach is equally relevant across cities of the Global
South, where rapid motorisation, constrained urban space, and limited
institutional capacity necessitate scalable, locally grounded mobility
management solutions.

Note: The necessary review work and plagiarism check have been
completed, and the study is currently in the design phase. The plagiarism
check report is attached for reference. The study is expected to be
published on CEEW's website by March 2026.

Unlocking parking challenges: Leveraging Amritsar insights to
tackle parking challenges in early million-plus cities
È Mr. Sourav Dhar  (Council on Energy, Environment and Water)

13:45 General
Excursion
Venue - Meeting Point

13:45 General
Excursion
Venue - Meeting Point

14:00 Oral : #82-1/2
#82 Challenging inequalities through a renewed territorial approach
for urban research and action (1/2)
Venue - Green Lounge
Organised by: Mr. Christian Schmid (Convenor) and Camilla Perrone
(Convenor)
The concept of territory is at once indispensable and contested across
different disciplines in urban research, such as sociology, geography,
architecture, planning, and urban studies, even if they have quite
different genealogies. Two fundamental understandings dominate today
(Schmid 2015): A first one, which is particularly prevalent in the English-
speaking world in the fields of political science and political geography,
focuses on sovereignty and state power. It considers a territory as an
abstract space over which a political body exercises power and control. In
contrast, a second line, anchored in South American, Mediterranean and
Francophone traditions, starts precisely with the materiality of the
territory. This strand understands a territory as socially produced
through human activity, labour, and symbolic practices. Thinkers such as
Milton Santos, Saverio Muratori, Claude Raffestin, and André Corboz
described a territory as appropriation, palimpsest, and socio-material
production, forming a layered texture of borders, centralities, and
networks, which are continually overwritten by historical processes and
power constellations. In dialogue, the Italian Territorialist School, led by
Alberto Magnaghi and Giancarlo Paba, reclaims territory as a living milieu
and common good. Like Raffestin, they understand territory as a socially
appropriated space that embodies memory, culture, and conflict
(Perrone 2023). They extend the discussion toward a utopian horizon -
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the project of communities.

In postcolonial contexts, particularly in Latin America, the production of
territory is understood as a dynamic and disputed process, which is
bound to specific and multiscalar social contexts that harbour multiple
temporalities (Streule and Schwarz 2017). Thus, territories are shaped by
plural, overlapping, and contested processes between colonial
impositions and customary systems. In China, in contrast, the concept of
territory plays a key role in understanding the recent state driven forms
of urbanization (Wong 2023).

In recent years, the concept of territory became indispensable for
understanding the unequal implosions and explosions of capitalist
urbanisation, demanding for the exploration of new pathways of inquiry.
Thus, Neil Brenner and Christian Schmid situate territory at the core of
their concept of planetary urbanisation. Here, the challenge is
epistemological: to grasp urbanisation as a planetary process reshaping
the entire surface of the earth unevenly and violently. 

In this session, we aim to reposition the debate on territory and discuss
approaches that treat territories not as bounded units but as a set of
contingent, contested, and reparative processes. We would also like to
advance a productive and creative understanding of 
re-territorialisation as a horizon, with the urgent task of re-embedding
human and non-human life in sustainable, equal, just, and plural
territorialities.

We invite theoretical, methodological, and empirical contributions that
reflect and explore the following questions: 
(1) tracing territorialisation as practice trough planning, urbanism, and
struggles in everyday life; 
(2) examining territorial metabolisms and more-than-human agencies; 
(3) interrogating scalar and topological reconfigurations (regions,
corridors, frontiers, platforms);
(4) exploring epistemologies of territory adequate to fragile, contested,
and transitional contexts.

Multiscalar Frictions in Latin America: the production and
contestation of contemporary urban inequalities
È Mr. Apoena Mano  (Department of Sociology / Faculty of Architecture
and Urbanism)

Re-territorializing democracy: Social service regionalism and
ÔrecalibratedÕ governance in OntarioÕs Peel Region
È Prof. Roger Keil (York University) , Prof. Luisa Sotomayor  (University of
Toronto) , Mr. Arvind Krishendeholl  (University of Toronto)

Rethinking planning and urban-rural relations through a chÕixi
perspective: Lessons from four Indigenous youth struggles in
Bolivia
È Dr. Philipp Horn  (University of Sheffield)

Some reflections on territorial subjectivities, (neo)extractivism
and geotraumata
È Dr. Anke Schwarz (MLU Halle-Wittenberg)

Insurgent Territorialism: Reflecting on 30 Years of Participatory
Urban Action from the Florence School (1995Ð2025)
È Prof. Maddalena Rossi (Dept. of Architecture, University of Florence
(Italy)), Prof. Iacopo Zetti  (Dept. of Architecture, University of Florence
(Italy))

14:00 Oral : #4-1/2
#4 Architectures of containment and governance: displacement,
extractivism, and city-making (1/2)
Venue - Erika Weinzierl Saal
Organised by: Prof. Ay!e Ça"lar (Convenor) and Dr. Paolo Novak
(Convenor)
This session seeks to trace the deep histories and afterlives of spaces of
containment-from sites of coerced and confined labor to centers for
asylum seekers, detention facilities, and deportation infrastructures in
cities. By bringing together diverse cases, the session aims to critically
examine sites of containment that have been repurposed multiple times,
often marked by coercion, discipline, violence, and racial hierarchies. We
are particularly interested in interrogating how these regimes intersect
with various forms of extractivism and the experiences of displaced
people including contestation in cities of various scale.

Studies on the governance and management of human mobility have
increasingly highlighted the institutional and structural apparatuses
underpinning mobility regimes and bordering dynamics, deepening our
understanding of both the processes of displacement and the lived
experiences of the displaced. Technologies, policies, and legal
frameworks-together with the narratives that frame mobility-have
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proven crucial in revealing how governance mechanisms simultaneously
enable and constrain movement, while reinforcing social, political, and
territorial boundaries. Yet, despite the significance of this "mobility turn,"
research has often overlooked the dynamics and actors involved in the
containment of the displaced and the connection of these urban spaces
to the circuits of capital. While there is a growing interest in the
privatization of "care" and the management of displaced populations,
relatively little attention has been given to the spatial arrangements of
containment themselves-their built environments, infrastructures,
architectures, and especially the historical trajectories that have shaped
these urban spaces.

This session calls for papers addressing that gap by tracing the longue
durée of spaces of containment-from sites of forced and confined labor
to asylum seeker reception centers and detention and deportation
facilities in cities located in different parts of the world. By exploring the
historically produced infrastructures, logistical systems, and their
changing assemblage of actors that give these spaces their "afterlives,"
the workshop aims to bring together empirical research on the scalar
configurations of (im)mobility governance at the intersections of state,
capital and labor in city making Some of the questions we seek to
explore include:

¥ How the built environment, architecture, and spatial arrangements
shape the experiences of displaced people in cities of various scale;
¥ The ways these spaces enable discipline, control, surveillance, and the
reinforcement of racial hierarchies;
¥ How such sites are connected to changing forms of extractivism within
the shifting dynamics of capitalism and cities;
¥ How the spatial organizations of these sites interact with broader
regimes of confinement, labor exploitation, and the invisibilization of
violence.

South-North-East-West dialogues; Built-environments; Governance;
Migration; Recent developments in theory

EnglandÕs Temporary Accommodation: The New Age DebtorsÕ
Prison?
È Prof. Katherine Brickell  (King's College London) , Dr. Mel Nowicki
(Oxford Brookes University)

Spores of Displacement: Mold, Legal Containment, and Housing
Precarity in German Courtrooms
È Dr. Sarah Klosterkamp  (Goethe University Frankfurt)

Precarious Labour, Structural Underdevelopment, and the Racial
Capitalism of IndiaÕs Sugar Industry
È Mr. Abhishek Bhosale (SOAS, University of London) , Ms. Sayali
Sahasrabudhe  (Trinity College Dublin)

From the hotel to the camp and back again: the cultural politics of
containment in asylum accommodation
È Prof. Jonathan Darling  (Durham University)

Governing Ir/regularity through In/formality: Infrastructural
Bricolage in Local Policy and Service Provision for Illegalized
Migrants in Brussels
È Prof. Thomas Swerts (Erasmus University Rotterdam) , Ms. Hannah
Kay (Erasmus University Rotterdam) , Prof. Godfried Engbersen
(Erasmus University Rotterdam)

14:00 Oral : #24-1/2
#24 Popular Economies of Urban Migration: The (Im)migrant
Everyday in Unequal Cities (1/2)
Venue - Marietta Blau Saal
Organised by: Prof. Sophie Gonick (Convenor) and Prof. René Kreichauf
(Convenor)
Migration-both rural to urban and across international frontiers-has
remade metropolitan landscapes across the globe. Navigating cities rife
with inequalities, low income new arrivals must contend with shifting
demands for labor and employment, precarious and predatory housing
markets, and, often, mounting debts incurred through the process of
migration. In a moment of rising xenophobia and nativism, meanwhile,
many migrants also must confront and manage the self against the
brutality of both the state and quotidian populist outrage. From top-
down state practices of detention and deportation to bottom-up
xenophobia, immigration politics shape the urban and confine and
produce the lifeworlds of newcomers. 

This session will examine the various tactics (im)migrants pursue in cities
in the global north and south in order to secure basic needs, manage
financial uncertainty, and establish a toehold within urban environments,
i.e., the practices that "make life worth living" (Simone
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2023). From household structures, to labor beyond binaries of work and
home, to resistance to hostile policy and racism, (im)migrants deploy a
number of practices in order to manage life in deeply unequal cities.
These practices might emerge out of the ambivalences and lacunae of
regulation and deregulation; the limits of state capacity; temporalities of
migration and emplacement; failures in the housing market; economic
necessity; and/or popular traditions of dwelling together. Far from
constituting their own illicit sphere of action outside and against official
forms of city-making, many of these practices, moreover, are woven into
dominant, licit modes of urbanism (Tucker 2023). Drawing on scholars of
Southern urbanism, we conceptualize these tactics as contributing to a
popular economy of urban migration (Gago 2017, Simone 2019).
Extending beyond the formal/informal divide, we use this framing to
implicate the expressions of kin relations, social reproduction, economic
and political action, and everyday life urban newcomers articulate to
secure futures in the midst of urban uncertainty. 

We thus invite contributions that explore some aspect of the migrant
everyday beyond formalized urban systems, and its relation to collective
life at the urban margins. Papers might explore these questions in
relation to housing practices, experiences of work outside and beyond
the wage, debt as it shapes daily life, and/or transformations of the
family and the sphere of social reproduction. Contributions might also
examine the structural aspects of regulation and governance that shape
everyday practice. We welcome papers that examine and trouble the
boundaries between formal/informal, licit/illicit, and
legal/extralegal/illegal, and global north/south. Papers can be both
empirical and theoretical, and draw on cases from cities across the globe.

Works Cited

Gago, V. (2017). Neoliberalism from below: Popular pragmatics and
baroque economies. Duke University Press.

Simone, A. (2023). Urban Popular Economies and Territories of
Operation. The Oxford Handbook of Superdiversity, 449.

Simone, A. (2019). Contests over value: From the informal to the popular.
Urban Studies, 56(3), 616-619.

Tucker, J. L. (2023). Outlaw Capital: Everyday Illegalities and the Making of
Uneven Development (Vol. 59). University of Georgia Press.

Shadow Hustle: Migrant Domestic Workers, Volleyball, and
Informal Urban Economies in Singapore
È Dr. Kristine Aquino  (University of Technology Sydney), Dr. Amanda
Wise (Macquarie University) , Dr. Selvaraj Velayutham  (Macquarie
University)

Rental living space as migrant social infrastructure: How spatial
groundings of social support systems transgress the public-
private divide
È Ms. Meghna Mohandas  (University of British Columbia)

Making "Majorities": Building Collective Capacities Through Ethnic
Trades in Hong Kong
È Dr. Kit Ping Tammy Wong (Osaka Metropolitan University) , Prof.
Geerhardt Kornatowski  (Kyushu University)

The Migrant Economies of Credit, Debt and Savings: Transnational
Financial Strategies of Low-Wage Overseas Women in Dubai
È Dr. Deniz Gökalp (American University in Dubai)

14:00 Oral : #15-1/2
#15 Rethinking the Urban Home: Self-Help Housing
Re/constructions and Contemporary Challenges (1/2)
Venue - SR 01
Organised by: Slavomíra Feren+uhová (Convenor) and Dr. Terezie
Lok,ová (Convenor)
This session invites contributions to discuss self-help housing
constructions and reconstructions and do-it-yourself (DIY) housing
renovations as practices and strategies with significant societal relevance.
Drawing on previous scholarship (e.g., Grubbauer, 2015), we approach
home reconstructions undertaken by non-experts as more than isolated
household projects; we view them as forms of intervention into urban
space and life. Specifically, we aim to contextualize DIY construction and
reconstruction within pressing contemporary challenges, including
housing unaffordability, climate change impacts, and energy insecurity.
The session will address critical questions such as: Do self-help housing
re/constructions represent viable responses to such challenges in cities
worldwide, how successful are they, and how are these practices
performed, negotiated, and interpreted by those who undertake them?

We welcome submissions that offer empirical insights from diverse
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geographical and historical contexts, encompassing cities and peri-urban
areas, alongside theoretical discussions and conceptual debates. The
session is open to a variety of perspectives with no specific
methodological or theoretical preferences, reflecting our observation
that self-help housing re/constructions are significantly understudied in
urban scholarship despite their promising potential for critical insights.
The session welcomes comparative discussions, whether across multiple
papers or within individual contributions.

The sub-themes of the session include, but are not limited to, exploring
interconnections between self-help housing re/constructions and:

¥ Climate change adaptation and mitigation
¥ Environmental aspects and sustainability
¥ Energy consumption and energy in/security
¥ Domestic politics and household relationships
¥ Housing un/affordability, economic aspects, and inequality
¥ Consumption, maintenance, and repair economies
¥ Materiality of the house and building practices
¥ Everyday practices of home-making and dwelling
¥ History of self-help housing reconstructions
¥ Cultural meanings and interpretation of DIY housing

References:
Grubbauer, M. (2015). Not everything is new in DIY: Home remodelling by
amateurs as urban practice. Ephemera: theory & politics in organization,
15(1): 141-162.

Self-Housing Reconstruction in Quilpué (Chile) after the 2024
Wildfires
È Dr. Katherine Campos-Knothe  (Pontificia Universidad Católica de
Chile & CIGIDEN R+), Dr. Marcelo González Gálvez (Pontificia
Universidad Católica de Chile & CIGIDEN R+), Mr. Felipe Elgueta-Armijo
(Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile & CIGIDEN R+)

The micro-politics of energy saving in the home: DIY tinkering in
Utrecht
È Dr. afra foli  (Utrecht University)

Unobtrusive Transformations: Housing Reconstructions from
below as Incremental Urban Transformation in European Cities
È Mrs. Alkistis Thomidou  (HafenCity University Hamburg) , Mr. Lucas-
Andrés Elsner (HafenCity University Hamburg) , Dr. Jakub Galuszka
(HafenCity University Hamburg)

The ambiguity of self-help housing: the case of allotment gardens
in Hungary
È Dr. András Vigvári (ELTE Centre for Economic and Regional Studies)

Dwelling in Time: Dweller initiated housing transformations in
Addis Ababa
È Dr. Brook Teklehaimanot Haileselassie (Delft University of
Technology)

14:00 Oral : #96-1/2
#96 Bodies, Inequality and Power: (Un)wanted, (un)housed and
(un)essential bodies in the city (1/2)
Venue - SR 02
Organised by: Luanda Vannuchi (Convenor) and Claudia Wilopo
(Convenor)
This panel seeks to interrogate how urban space affects different bodies
at different times and how everyday life is shaped by mechanisms of
power. By attending to the embodied dimensions of urban life, we seek
to challenge the separation between body and environment, and to
focus on situated ways of knowing the city rooted in lived experience and
corporeal politics. We aim to spark discussions on the body as a site of
investigation, a methodological tool, and an analytical approach to urban
experience, as well as to bring together critical insights into how power
operates through embodiment in contemporary urban space.

As cities undergo processes of urban development, urban policies and
politics have disproportionately favored white, wealthy, masculine, and
socially normative bodies while marginalizing and displacing more
precarious and peripheral ones. Privileges are embedded in the urban
planning, zoning regulations, surveillance practices, and mobility
infrastructure of cities, affecting different bodies along intersecting axes
of power such as gender, race, class, ability, and citizenship status.
Meanwhile, urban life depends on the labor of precarious and migrant
workers, whose contributions remain invisible and unvalued even as they
sustain the very systems that allow the city to operate. For example,
unhoused, racialized, and illegalized people are often positioned in the
urban peripheries outside the boundaries of urban
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citizenship and belonging. They are deemed "out of place" through legal,
spatial, and discursive mechanisms that determine who has the right to
occupy, access, and shape urban space. Bodies themselves challenge
dominant narratives of progress, inclusivity, and urban success. They can
be the site and substance of urban debates, struggles, and protests.

Various scholars have explored ways the body is linked to personhood,
identity, memory, resistance, and refusal, and showed that spatial politics
is inherently biopolitical, shaping the way different bodies navigate the
city. We aim to discuss approaches to how urban bodies relate to time
and space by asking: Who is wanted, housed, and considered essential in
the context of urban planning, policy, and politics? Which bodies are
seen, supported, and celebrated or excluded, silenced, and rendered
invisible? Who can conform to dominant urban norms and possibly
challenge and disrupt them?

We invite contributions that engage with questions about how power,
bodies, and space intersect in everyday life, particularly from scholars,
activists, and practitioners from the Global South and East. We welcome
papers exploring themes such as:

- How urban policies and planning have disproportionately favored
white, middle-class, and male bodies, while marginalizing and displacing
poor, racialized, and peripheral populations;
- How cities materially and symbolically produce distinctions between
"wanted" and "unwanted" bodies;
- How emotion and affect circulate through bodies and space, revealing
the politics of everyday urban life;
- How bodies, individually or in groups, challenge injustice, protest, and
enact practices of solidarity.

Embodied Infrastructures of Exclusion: Dirt, Sanitation, and
Urban Citizenship
È Ms. Prerna Singh (University of Edinburgh)

WomenÕs bodies as essential infrastructure that resist Ôslow
violenceÕ of denial of designed spaces for their differentiated
everyday lives and ÔunpurposefulÕ time.
È Ms. Monolita Chatterjee  (National Institute of Technology, Calicut),
Dr. Chithra K. (National Institute of Technology, Calicut)

Feminist disputes in urban spaces: dissident bodily narratives
surrounding March 8 and November 25 in Santiago, Chile
È Dr. Javiera Cubillos Almendra  (UNIVERSITY OF CHILE), Dr. Vania Reyes
(Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile)

Urban territorial (un)making and embodied violence: a cuerpo-
territorio approach
È Prof. Elis Borde  (Federal University of Minas Gerais)

Mahindra World City as cocoon and showcase: Place and self-
making in a mature city from scratch
È Prof. Tanya Jakimow (The Australian National University)

14:00 Oral : #51-1/2
#51 Bourdieu in the Southern City: Between Social Divisions and
Urban Inequalities (1/2)
Venue - SR 03
Organised by: Dr. Nat Marom (Convenor) and Ms. Aparna Das (Convenor)
Pierre Bourdieu's work continues to grow in prominence among urban
sociologists and the wider urban studies community. However, with
some exceptions, his ideas have not been put to work in the context of
Global South cities, particularly to explore how social distinctions and
divisions shape urban spaces, inequalities, and informalities. In his
recent book "Bourdieu in the City", Loïc Wacquant asserts that Bourdieu
provides "conceptual levers... to the study of cities of the Global South by
sketching an analytic that bridges the gap between continents" (2023:5).
Could this be reconciled with the "Southern turn" in urban scholarship,
which calls for "new geographies of theory" (Roy 2009) and "homegrown"
concepts more attuned to the diverse contexts of the Global South?
While acknowledging the obvious discrepancy in using a European "grand
theorist" to generate context-specific Southern urban theory - this
session hopes to collectively explore whether and how Bourdieu's
conceptual apparatus could indeed become a generative source for
novel explorations on and from Southern cities.

To give an idea from India, Bourdieu's concepts manifest in various forms
across disciplines such as anthropology, sociology, literature, or even in
film and music. For instance, in literature, the concept of 'habitus' has
been explored in detail, where the body language of urban and village
dwellers is described in a nuanced manner. These descriptions shape
their positioning within the social hierarchy, which may or may not align
with their economic power. However, concepts
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such as distinction, taste, social capital, or symbolic power tend to be
overlooked in urban scholarship. The urban is often portrayed as a
neutral, foreign geography - utopian habitats where everyone is
supposed to be equal, governed by agnostic institutions that remain
unresponsive to local sensibilities and dispositions. This is reflected in
the aspiration to build functional housing blocks and supposedly neutral
public spaces, based on the belief that well-governed urban areas are
devoid of the 'evils' associated with village life, such as caste, traditional
authority, etc. This session aims to explore this gap.

As urban scholars and practitioners from the North and South, who have
used some of Bourdieu's ideas to frame our research of cities in India
and South Africa, we are looking for like-minded explorers who have
found Bourdieu fruitful in their own work. We are keen to convene
contributions that pragmatically apply any of Bourdieu's many concepts
(social space, symbolic power, field, capital, habitus, distinction, practice,
doxa, etc.) to the urban South, as well as comparatively across the
North/South gap. We welcome papers that address diverse urban
themes and problematics, with an emphasis on social divisions and
urban inequalities (e.g. informal settlements, urban marginality,
deindustrialization, segregation, gentrification, political conflict, urban
environmental justice, planning, policing). Papers are welcome to apply
or combine different methodologies. We seek papers that offer a distinct
yet flexible Bourdieusian framing of Southern urbanism - applying and
reshaping his concepts to the realities of 21st century urbanization in the
majority world. We hope that this session could lead to the publication of
a themed issue.

AspirationÐAchievement Paradox in the Global South: Tertiary
Education Goals of Urban Slum Youth in Colombo, Sri Lanka
È Mrs. Sudeshika Wathtuwa Durayalage  (Bangor university)

Portraits of Migration: Socio-Spatial Position and Experience
among Venezuelan Migrants in Lima, Perú
È Dr. Omar Pereyra (Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru)

Unveiling the Power Field of Urban Projects in the Belo Horizonte
Metropolitan Region: Updated Research Findings for 2015Ð2025
È Dr. Daniel Freitas (Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais (UFMG))

Caste and Gated Communities in India
È Ms. Ishita Patil (University of Manchester)

14:00 Oral : #12-1/4
#12 Claiming space: artistic practices, care and resistance in
neoliberal cities (1/4)
Venue - SR 04
Organised by: Prof. Marianna d'Ovidio (Convenor) and Emanuela
Naclerio (Convenor)
Over the past decades, cultural production and the so-called creative
industries have been celebrated as catalysts of urban growth, innovation
and competitiveness, yet also criticised for their complicity in processes
of displacement, gentrification and for deepening inequalities. In the
neoliberal cities, the nexus between culture and urban development has
often been shaped by logics of extraction and commodification, often
exacerbating dynamics of exclusion. However, cultural, creative and
artistic interventions have emerged as potential catalysts of resistance,
care and solidarity, offering new ways of inhabiting and imagining
contemporary urban environments. Mobilizing a variety of bodies,
different and subvertive subjectivities, new or unexpected alliances and
powerful imaginaries, artistic initiatives have been engaging in enabling
more just, inclusive, and sustainable urban futures. At the same time
these practices are exposed to the risk of being instrumentalised, co-
opted or neutralised by dominant urban forces.

By bringing together diverse perspectives, this panel aims to critically
explore artistic practices and interventions in contemporary cities as
forms of resistance, care, conviviality and contestation, that challenge the
extractivist logic, reclaim spaces and experiment with alternative
imaginaries of social life. Moreover, the panel examines those bottom-up
artistic practices that focus on care, both in its ethical and political
dimension, in contesting urban inequalities, feeding communities and
cultivating spaces of solidarity. 

We welcome empirical case studies, comparative perspectives, and
conceptual or theoretical reflections. We invite contributions engaging
with a wide range of methods, theories, and approaches that may
address, but are not limited to, the following key themes and research
questions:

- Bottom-up artistic placemaking and its role in challenging urban
inequalities.
- Grassroots artistic practices' interventions in urban spaces and their
relation with the urban governance.
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- The roles that artistic initiatives - stemming from culture, arts or creative
industries - play in resisting or/and reconfiguring models of urban
development.
- Art-based interventions' articulation of alternative imaginaries of
communities, belongings and care.
- The mobilisation of care to sustain solidarity practices and to subvert
the dominant urban logics.
- The ambivalent and conflicting nature of bottom-up alternative
practices when they are taken up, supported, or co-opted by institutional
actors.
- The ecological contribution of grassroots artistic initiatives, particularly
in terms of alternative economies, resource reuse, and post-growth
imaginaries.

Artwashing, Cultural Organizing, and Radical Worldmaking in
Manhattan's Chinatown
È Dr. Diane Wong (Rutgers University)

Screamo against gentrification: between resistance, care, and
self-commodification in Milan, Italy
È Ms. Valeria Marina Borodi  (University of Milano-Bicocca)

Too many Brooklys: Local cultural praesidias in Madrid's
Gentrifying Landscape
È Dr. Andrés Walliser  (Universidad Complutense de Madrid (UCM)), Ms.
Isabel BARBOZA (Universidad Complutense de Madrid (UCM))

Painting Over the Cracks: Street Art, Cultural Legitimacy, and the
Contradictions of Creative City Governance in Berlin
È Ms. Alisha Lynch (Queen's University Belfast)

Cultural heritage and resistance: how artistsÕ communities can
fight off gentrification
È Ms. Chiara Tarulli  (Independent Researcher)

Claiming Space or Making Place? Contradictions of Placemaking in
Neoliberal Lisbon
È Dr. Elisabete Tomaz (Dinâmia'CET - ISCTE, Instituto Universitário de
Lisboa), Prof. Maria Gato (CIAUD, Research Centre for Architecture,
Urbanism and Design, Lisbon School of Architecture, Universidade de
Lisboa; Dinâmia'Cet-Iscte, Instituto Universitário de Lisboa)

14:00 Oral : #2-1/2
#2 Housing and land taxation: value capture, politics, and the
making of the (unequal) city (1/2)
Venue - SR 05
Organised by: Dr. Francesca Artioli (Convenor) and Alessandro Coppola
(Convenor)
The taxation of land and housing plays a key role in producing the built
environment and socio-spatial inequality. Taxes and tax reliefs operate as
policy tools that either capture or forgive part of the value accumulated
in, and extracted from, land and housing ownership and development.
This value can be privatised (by owners, developers, etc.), or collectively
appropriated by the state (at various levels) and potentially redistributed.
Fiscal arrangements channel capital into specific areas of the city or types
of assets, while fiscally attractive locations draw transnational real estate
investors. Governments also use taxes and tax reliefs to pursue urban
policy goals ranging from boosting housing provision and economic
growth to promoting the energy retrofitting of the built environment
(Weber 2010; Pollard 2018). The effects of taxes thus materialise in urban
forms, from office towers to suburban housing developments driven by
tax-relief investment schemes. More broadly, land and housing taxes are
embedded in the political economy of national and local welfare
(Kholodilin et al. 2022; Martin 2008). They contribute to shaping wealth
and income inequality-by facilitating patrimonial transmission, for
instance-and unequal access to housing. 

Taxes are therefore far from neutral instruments: they embody power
relations between the state and property actors-households, corporate
owners and developers alike-and reflect institutionalised beliefs around
property rights, land rent, and the legitimate scope of state intervention.
While often operating silently, fiscal tools can become matters of political
struggle, especially when linked to issues of land and housing
affordability, austerity, fiscal justice, socio-economic inequality, or climate
change. The level and targets of land and housing taxation thus become
objects of renewed political contestation.

Despite this ubiquitous and structural role, the taxation of land and
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housing remains largely under-researched in urban studies (Tapp and
Kay 2019). This panel welcomes contributions from all disciplines and
regions, employing qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods to engage
with the fiscal-urban nexus.

In particular, contributions may explore:
¥ What is taxed (or not) across the property cycle-including ownership,
development, acquisition, rental income, capital gains, family
transmission, and tax reliefs-as well as what escapes taxation through
optimisation and evasion strategies;
¥ Who is taxed (or not) in relation to types of owners (individual,
corporate, non-resident, super-rich), uses of assets (primary homes,
second homes, short- and long-term rentals, vacant properties), or types
of land-use designation;
¥ How taxation shapes the built environment, influencing investment
flows, land values, ownership and development patterns, and the
geography of real estate acquisition and disposal;
¥ The relationship between taxation and socio-spatial inequality, notably
how fiscal tools affect asset accumulation, household/corporate wealth,
and access to affordable, sustainable housing, and how they balance
private benefits and public returns;
¥ The politics of taxation, namely how fiscal tools are politicised, by
whom, and how fiscal policies evolve-toward more progressive forms, or
not, and for whose benefit.

By doing so, the panel aims to highlight the central yet often overlooked
role of taxation in shaping the urban, while critically examining how old
and new urban inequalities are produced-and sometimes contested-
across the globe.

Contested Land Values: The Revival and Stalling of Land Value
Taxation in Germany
È Mr. Michael Schwind (Leibniz Institute for Research on Society and
Space)

Handing on the family home: the political economy of inheritance
tax exemptions for kinship and housing
È Mrs. Frida von Zahn (Humboldt University of Berlin) , Dr. Stephan
Köppe (University College Dublin)

Towards housing Òfiscal regimesÓ: the taxation of private property
ownership in France and Italy
È Dr. Jeanne Richon (Lab'Urba, University Paris-Est Créteil) , Dr. Marta
Tonetta  (Lab'Urba, University Paris-Est Créteil)

The Politics of Incremental Progressivism: Property Taxation and
Land Value Capture in São Paulo
È Dr. Guilherme Minarelli  (Centro de Estudos da Metrópole (CEM))

Fueling segregation through taxation: the case of East Germany
È Dr. Matthias Bernt  (Leibniz Institute for Research on Society and
Space)

14:00 Oral : #40-1/3
#40 Urban timescapes: mobilizing temporality as a critical lens to
map urban inequalities (1/3)
Venue - SR 06
Organised by: Loraine Kennedy (Convenor) and S. Shakthi (Convenor)
Conceptualizations of temporality provide an overarching framework for
urban scholars from different disciplinary backgrounds to question how
the workings of time across scales-from the everyday to the epochal-are
shaping key dimensions of contemporary urbanization. An increasingly
integrated global economy, massive migration, transnational cultural
exchange facilitated by internet platforms and the climate crisis are all
forces that impact urbanisation processes, as well as the quotidian
workings of city life, whether for employment, care, or leisure. In this
panel, we will investigate the urban inequalities generated by these
forces as temporal phenomena, both shaping and shaped by individual,
collective and structural experiences of time.

This choice of framing aims to anchor temporality in debates in critical
urban theory. It serves as a base to interrogate the still influential
modernist paradigm that assumes that urbanization, like "development"
more broadly, follows a linear pattern. We aim to disrupt this narrative by
interrogating "timescapes" (Kitchin 2023) - the differentiated and unequal
experiences of temporal regimes - in order to explore "pathways and
possibilities for a more global urban studies" (Lawhon and Truelove,
2020).

Our reflections are guided by the large body of literature on
temporalities, the most compelling of which go beyond time as history or
calculation to examine socio-cultural engagements, how time is
mediated, embodied and experienced (Burges and Elias 2016). Related
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strands of scholarship are concerned with futurity (Bunnell et al 2022;
Chakkalakal and Ren 2022) and how digitalization, standing as a proxy for
the current era, interfaces with urbanization (Datta 2022). Of particular
relevance for this session is the idea that temporalities are produced,
notably through the evolving relationship between time, technologies
and socio-economic relations. As Kitchin (2023) argues, temporality is
time that is not pre-given or universal but contingent, relational and
heterogeneous. Temporalities both reflect and shape power dynamics,
with individual experiences of time impacted by structural conditions
while simultaneously driven by agential purpose (Sharma, 2014). Thus,
temporality can be conceptualized as an intersectional type of social
difference structured in specific political economic and geographical
contexts.

For this panel, we invite papers that mobilize conceptualizations of
temporality to interrogate the relationship between the social and the
spatial in the persistence, contestation, and negotiation of urban
inequalities, through empirical investigation in any geographical and
regional context, but particularly those that are undergoing rapid
urbanization. Also welcome are reflections that mobilize temporality as a
critical lens to advance conceptual or theoretical propositions in relation
to contemporary debates around inequality. 
Thematic entry points can include (but are not limited to): types and
conditions of work in globally connected urban economies, in relation to
meanings and usages of time; rhythms and characteristics of the
extension of the built environment; access to public services, particularly
through the lens of 'speed' or 'slowness'; politics and governance of
futurity; evolving subjectivities related to urban life at the crossroads of
past/present/future; articulations between modes of urbanisation and
urban ecology; urban public spaces as sites for differentiated temporal
engagements; and the short- and longer-term work of urban social
movements.

Negotiating Temporal Inequalities in Urban Timescapes:
Experiencing Disability in Public Transport
È Ms. Veronika Kot-nková Krotká  (Masaryk University)

Making aspirational cities: Colliding temporalities in the everyday
space of the sidewalk
È Prof. Julie Ren (University of Amsterdam) , Dr. Haiyan Huang
(University of Basel), Mr. Sai Ho Chan (University of Basel)

Nocturnal Pathologies and Possibilities: Governing the Night as
an Urban Timescape
È Dr. Jean-Paul Addie (Georgia State University)

Triggering urban transitions: The real life of mega-infrastructure
projects
È Dr. Neha Sami (Indian Institute for Human Settlements) , Dr. Adele
Esposito (CNRS, CESAH, EHESS)

Rhythms of Inclusion: Co-Documenting Social Patterns at
Community Places
È Dr. Pinar Sefkatli  (University of Amsterdam)

14:00 Oral : #73-1/2
#73 Land-use conflicts in the making of the city (1/2)
Venue - SR 07
Organised by: Julie Pollard (Convenor), Lauriane Cailleux (Convenor), and
Sabrina Neyret (Convenor)
In recent years, land-use conflicts have attracted growing scholarly
attention as crucial entry points for understanding the contemporary
production of urban space. Such conflicts illuminate both the material
shaping of cities and the social and political processes that structure
territorial dynamics. Emerging around urban development projects, the
siting of public facilities, or environmental transformations, they
crystallize tensions between competing visions for neighborhoods and
cities, and highlight unequal access to urban resources. Political
decisions regarding the location of infrastructures and amenities can
have important social consequences for surrounding areas. These
choices may fuel gentrification and the displacement of low-income
groups or, conversely, contribute to the stigmatization and further
impoverishment of specific neighborhoods. They also shape the way
everyday life unfolds in the neighborhood or the city, whether in terms of
mobility, social life or environmental quality.

These conflicts are now unfolding against the backdrop of new urban
policy agendas, such as zero net land take, densification, retrofitting, and
climate adaptation. While these agendas seek to address pressing
environmental challenges, they can also generate new lines of
contestation by reshaping spatial priorities and redistributing urban
costs and benefits. In many cases, their social, financial, and spatial
impacts are borne disproportionately by disadvantaged groups, thereby
exacerbating existing urban inequalities and sparking renewed struggles
over land use.
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Building on these considerations, this panel invites contributions that
engage with, while are not restricted to, the following areas:

(1) Actors and social representation. First, we seek to examine who
mobilizes in land-use conflicts and how these mobilizations reproduce or
disrupt existing social inequalities. Which groups have the resources,
time, or institutional access to participate effectively in these conflicts?
Do land-use controversies reinforce the dominance of already privileged
groups? How do different social interests (along lines of class, gender,
race or citizenship) engage with these conflicts?

(2) Narratives and framings. Second, land-use conflicts provide a fertile
ground to investigate how inequalities are thematized, represented, and
contested in public debates. What kinds of narratives emerge in these
conflicts, and how do they frame issues of for instance environmental
justice, social inequalities, or gendered experiences of space? In some
cases, conflicts can bring latent inequalities to the surface, turning them
into explicit objects of contestation. In others, they may sideline certain
inequalities, privileging technocratic or depoliticized framings.

(3) Outcomes. Third, we aim to interrogate the outcomes of land-use
conflicts in terms of urban inequalities. Do these conflicts sometimes
lead to more equitable urban outcomes, by redistributing resources or
giving voice to marginalized groups? Or do they exacerbate existing
inequalities, for instance by accelerating gentrification, reinforcing
exclusionary practices, or entrenching socio-spatial divisions?

We invite contributions from a wide range of theoretical, disciplinary and
cross-disciplinary perspectives to explore these questions - including but
not limited to urban studies, political ecology and critical policy studies.
By bringing together diverse empirical contexts, methodological and
conceptual frameworks, this panel aims to foster dialogue across
disciplines and case studies across the globe. Ultimately, we seek to
interrogate how land-use conflicts reveal and/or produce urban
inequalities.

Urban Densification and Its Discontents: Three Dynamics of Land-
Use Conflicts in the Geneva Region
È Mr. Luca Piddiu  (University of Geneva)

When Policies Collide: How Institutional Frictions Shape
Environmental Conservation and Land Rights in Latin American
Cities
È Ms. Marcela Alonso Ferreira  (Sciences Po Paris)

A dynamic analysis of conflicts of use: the concept of space
entrepreneur
È Mrs. Thalia Creac'h (Sciences Po Paris)

Self-organisation and relational governance in contested urban
cultural spaces: action pathways for collective collaborative
agency
È Ms. Anne-Sophie Spinaci (University of Lausanne)

14:00 Oral : #46-1/2
#46 Urban divides: Housing and income inequality in an era of
uncertainty and transformation (1/2)
Venue - SR 08
Organised by: Dr. Lutfun Nahar Lata (Convenor), Prof. Daniel Kudla
(Convenor), and Dr. Andrew Clarke (Convenor)
This panel explores the enduring and emerging dynamics of housing and
income inequality in urban and regional contexts across the globe. As
cities face intersecting crises, from economic precarity and climate
change to post-pandemic recovery and geopolitical instability, questions
of who can afford to live, work and thrive in urban spaces have become
increasingly urgent. Housing and income inequalities are not merely
socioeconomic outcomes, but are actively produced and maintained
through state policies, financial logics, spatial planning, labour regimes
and everyday practices of exclusion and resistance.

We invite contributions that critically examine how old and new forms of
inequality manifest in housing markets, employment structures and
urban governance. We are particularly interested in comparative or
cross-regional analyses that reveal shared mechanisms and divergent
trajectories in the global North and South. Papers might explore topics
such as:

¥ The financialisation of housing and its impact on affordability and
displacement
¥ Informal housing and labour markets in rapidly urbanising regions
¥ The spatialisation of inequality through zoning, planning and
infrastructural neglect
¥ Rent burden, eviction and homelessness as expressions of structural
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violence
¥ Urban social movements and policy interventions that contest
inequality
¥ The racialised, gendered or classed dimensions of housing and income
precarity
¥ New methodological or theoretical approaches to studying housing and
income inequality

We welcome scholars from diverse disciplines (e.g., sociology, geography,
urban planning, political science and anthropology) and from varied
methodological backgrounds (e.g., ethnography, spatial analysis, survey,
participatory research and critical theory). By bringing together global
perspectives, this panel aims to foster comparative dialogue to illuminate
both the specificity and generality of inequality in urban and regional life
and to collectively imagine strategies for more just urban futures.

A ÔhomeÕ in Social housing? AustraliaÕs Social Housing Sector under
Welfare Residualisation
È Ms. Mel Powersmith  (The University of Queensland)

Financialising social & affordable housing in Australia: processes,
politics and implications
È Dr. Alistair Sisson (Macquarie University) , Ms. Hanie Khosravi
(Macquarie University)

Housing First without housing: Confronting Housing First policy
with affordable housing policy and trends
È Dr. Cody Hochstenbach  (University of Amsterdam) , Mx. Dolly
Loomans  (University of Amsterdam)

Inequality, not regulation, drives America's housing affordability
crisis
È Dr. Max Buchholz  (University of California, Berkeley), Dr. Tom
Kemeny (University of Toronto) , Dr. Gregory Randolph  (Georgia
Institute of Technology) , Dr. Michael Storper  (University of California,
Los Angeles)

Milan inside-out. Housing affordability between the attractive
city and its urban region
È Prof. Massimo Bricocoli  (Politecnico di Milano, Department of
Architecture and Urban Studies), Dr. Marco Peverini  (Politecnico di
Milano, Department of Architecture and Urban Studies), Mr. Lorenzo
Caresana (Politecnico di Milano, Department of Architecture and
Urban Studies)

14:00 Oral : #32-1/3
#32 Emotional Heritage, Urban Spaces, and the Politics of Memory
(1/3)
Venue - HS 01
Organised by: macarena ibarra (Convenor) and Carolina Stefoni
(Convenor)
Over the past three decades, cultural heritage has shifted from being
understood as a fixed, material legacy defined by Western cultural codes
to a dynamic, socially constructed process. Scholarship now highlights its
relational character-rooted in memory, identity, and power-rather than
treating heritage as a universal set of inherent values (Smith, 2006;
Ashworth, Graham & Tunbridge, 2007; Harrison, 2013; Harvey, 2001;
Waterton & Watson, 2015). Understanding both tangible and intangible
heritage therefore requires acknowledging its multiple uses and
contested meanings, often in tension with the "authorized heritage
discourse" (Smith, 2006).

This panel invites contributions that approach heritage as an emotional
matter (Waterton & Watson, 2013; Tolia-Kelly et al., 2017). As heritage is
not only a set of representations but also lived experiences and affective
encounters between people and places, it might generate pride and
belonging, but also grief, nostalgia, anger, and claims of injustice. These
emotions shape how communities engage with heritage sites, influencing
practices of memory, interpretation, and use.

Focusing on urban contexts, the panel seeks to explore how emotions
surrounding heritage mediate tensions, silences, and absences, while
also creating possibilities for recognition, dialogue, and contestation
among different actors and communities. Possible sub-themes include:

¥ Contested heritage and the politics of memory in cities
¥ Affective encounters with place and belonging
¥ Heritage as a site of social conflict, exclusion, or recognition
¥ Silences, absences, and forgetting in urban heritage
¥ Everyday, grassroots, and community-led practices of heritage
¥ Intersections of tangible and intangible heritage in contexts of change,
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gentrification, conservation or demolition.

We welcome contributions that engage with questions such as: How do
emotions such as pride, grief, anger, or nostalgia shape engagements
with urban heritage? In what ways do heritage practices mediate
inclusion and exclusion in cities? How are silences and erasures
emotionally experienced and contested? Can heritage create spaces for
dialogue and reconciliation across divided or unequal communities? 

Submissions may draw on a wide range of methodological approaches,
including oral history, ethnography, discourse analysis, visual methods,
participatory and action research, or comparative case studies. The panel
particularly encourages work that mobilizes theoretical perspectives
from critical heritage studies (Smith, 2006; Harrison, 2013), memory
studies (Halbwachs; Nora; Assmann), affect theory (Waterton & Watson,
2013; Tolia-Kelly et al., 2017), and spatial theory (Lefebvre; Massey).

By bringing together perspectives from sociology, anthropology, history,
and related disciplines, this panel aims to foreground the affective
dimensions of heritage in urban settings and to interrogate how
memory, identity, and politics are negotiated through emotional
engagements with the past in the city.

The Politics of Emotional Heritage: Caste, Ritual, and Urban
Theyyam
È Ms. Shruthy Harilal  (PhD Scholar)

Sevastopol in Guidebooks of the 19thÐ20th Centuries: Urban
Space Between Memory, War, and Tourist Narrative
È Mr. Oleg Zubchenok  (Kyiv School of Economics (KSE), Ukraine)

BudapestÕs marginal heritage in tension. Heritage re-
appropriation in context of transformation and demolition
È Dr. Sandra Guinand  (Institute for Urban and Regional Research,
Austrian Academy of Sciences), Dr. Hanna Szemzö (Metropolitan
Research Institute)

Developing a Community-Based Approach to the Conservation
Dilemma in Dara
È Dr. Zemzem Tasguzen Polat (Mardin Artuklu University) , Mr. Mahsum
Turk (Mardin Artuklu University)

Urban Memory as a Political Resource: Emotions, Space, and
Housing Struggles in Brazil
È Dr. Thalles Breda (Centre d'Étude des Mouvements Sociaux
(CEMS/EHESS))

14:00 Oral : #23-1/3
#23 MEGAPROJECT MIRAGES: Understanding the Socio-political Lives
of Unbuilt, Incomplete, and Over-Promised Urban Development
(1/3)
Venue - HS 02
Organised by: Dr. David Gogishvili (Convenor), David Sichinava
(Convenor), and Dr. Suzanne Harris-Brandts (Convenor)
Spectacular megaprojects are key tools for urban governance, supporting
nation-building, geopolitical claims, elite boosterism, and property
speculation. Amid the intensified global mobility of capital, policies, and
urban imaginaries, cities embrace these projects to signify prosperity,
with proposals becoming increasingly dramatic and technologically
sophisticated (Haines, 2011). Yet, their long timelines mean years pass
before tangible outcomes. Meanwhile, these proposals function as
powerful 'megaproject mirages'-projects with potent socio-political lives
even when they remain entirely immaterial.

Current scholarship on megaprojects acknowledges their high-risk
nature but tends to focus on built examples. This overlooks the strategic
advantages of schemes that are never completed. The concept of project
'failure' is, therefore, relative (Temenos & Lauermann, 2020); there are
many benefits for politicians, developers, and architects in unbuilt works
(Harris-Brandts & Gogishvili, 2018). These mirages, which resonate with
geographical scholarship on spectrality, shape urban economies and
political narratives, having active lives on 'paper' (Dogmus & Nielsen,
2020). Their abandonment can thus be seen as an informal policy, the
material consequence of state entrepreneurialism that produces ghost
housing and urban failures (Liu et al. 2025). Local communities incur
significant costs from these schemes as they fuel adjacent speculation,
divert public investments, and politically marginalise residents. These
real impacts from immaterial schemes highlight the need for new
conceptual and methodological tools to analyse their effects, and papers
in this session should unpack these key
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themes.

Arguing that we need to reconsider the notion of failure, this session
examines unbuilt, incomplete, and over-promised large-scale urban
projects. It explores the utility of megaproject mirages for their
proponents while analysing the significant community costs. We invite
papers addressing the following (and more) questions: How do these
mirages derive their power from specific languages, discourses, and
imagery? What is the politico-economic utility of over-promised projects?
What are the tangible impacts of seemingly immaterial proposals; on
urban land, housing, and communities? What different forms can
'megaproject mirages' take?

We seek proposals that study 'megaproject mirages' across diverse
settings-from speculative landscapes of financial centres to state-led
visions of emerging economies-and particularly encourage a comparative
dialogue. We welcome contributions from a range of theoretical and
methodological perspectives that examine the consequences of these
unbuilt projects. 

References:
Dogmus, Ö. C., & Nielsen, J. ̄ . (2020). The on-paper hydropower boom: A
case study of corruption in the hydropower sector in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Ecological Economics, 172, 106630.

Haines, C. (2011). Cracks in the Façade: Landscapes of Hope and Desire
in Dubai. In Roy, A. & Ong, A. (Eds.) Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments
and the Art of Being Global, 160-181. Wiley-Blackwell.

Harris-Brandts, S., & Gogishvili, D. (2018). Architectural rumors:
Unrealized megaprojects in Baku, Azerbaijan and their politico-economic
uses. Eurasian Geography and Economics, 59(1), 73-97.

Liu A., Jia M. & Chen C. (2025) From speculative dreams to ghost housing
realities: homeless homeowners and failed future-making in urban
development. Urban Geography, 49 (8), 1821-1841.
Temenos, C., & Lauermann, J. (2020). The urban politics of policy failure.
Urban Geography, 41(9), 1109-1118.

The Spectral Presence of China's SEZs in Trump's 'Freedom Cities'
È Dr. Max Woodworth  (The Ohio State University)

Promises First, Plans Later: Velje Brdo and Affordable Housing as
Policy Spectacle in Montenegro
È Ms. Sonja Dragovic  (ISCTE - Instituto Universitário de Lisboa)

Media, money and maps: investigating a middle-eastern
megaproject mirage
È Dr. David Murakami Wood  (University of Ottawa) , Dr. Mehdi
Ghassemi (Université Catholique de Lille)

Legitimizing the Unbuilt: Canal !stanbul and the Media Production
of Megaproject Futures
È Dr. ecem ergin  (Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University, Istanbul)

Rem Koolhaas's legacy and the fall of Assad
È Mr. Anas Muhammed  (Scholitekt)

14:00 Oral : #13-1/2
#13 Inequalities in Urban Walkability: Vulnerabilities, Policies, and
Mobilizations (1/2)
Venue - HS 03
Organised by: Eliott Ducharme (Convenor), Dr. JEROME MONNET
(Convenor), and Dr. Martha Lilia de Alba González (Convenor)
Long overlooked in research and public policy, walking in urban areas is
beginning to emerge as a major issue, as the need to rethink urban
models to make them more sustainable becomes urgent (Demailly et al.,
2021).

However, as walking emerges on political agendas, many aspects are still
insufficiently considered. Policies promoting pedestrian areas tend to
focus on city centers and commercial zones, often neglecting the
outskirts (Monnet, 2022). Walking practices also suffer from the historical
bias in the design of circulation spaces, which were primarily conceived
by and for able-bodied, young, and active men. The specific needs of
women, people with disabilities, children, and the elderly are not yet
sufficiently considered (McFarlane, 2021; Valdivia, 2018). These groups
tend to rely on walking and often travel in difficult conditions (Herrmann-
Lunecke et al., 2020; Middleton, 2022). 

Due to a lack of investment in pedestrian infrastructure, disadvantaged
urban residents are forced to walk in unpleasant and dangerous
conditions (Figueroa Martínez, 2023). Poorly maintained sidewalks,
exposure to pollution and insecurity shape their walking experience
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(Martínez, 2019). Such inequalities are most apparent in the Global
South, but are also present in the Global North, where they tend to be
less visible. This call for papers is structured around three themes:

Issue 1. Factors contributing to vulnerability when walking in cities.
Recent studies have challenged traditional approaches to "walkability,"
which focus too heavily on infrastructure, and have highlighted the wide
range of factors that hinder walking and increase the vulnerability of
certain population groups (Battista & Manaugh, 2018; Middleton, 2022).
This theme seeks to foster dialogue around the diverse and intersecting
factors that create vulnerability in walking practices. It focuses in
particular on the issue of intersectionality (Jirón et al., 2023) and the
articulation of different aspects of urban production (social, material,
symbolic) in the creation of socio-spatial inequalities.

Issue 2. New methodologies for understanding experienced inequalities.
Recent approaches to mobility inequalities have emphasized the lived of
experience of urban dwellers (Avilés, 2020; Martínez, 2019).
Understanding inequalities through the embodied experience of walking
requires the development of new methodologies: approaches such as
the go-along (Kusenbach, 2003), sombreo (Jirón, 2012), travel diaries
(Lazo Corvalán et al., 2024), mental maps created in focus groups
(Ducharme, 2025), and many others have emerged in recent years. This
theme calls on authors to present their methodological innovations and
related questions.

Issue 3. Public policies and citizen mobilization
Issues related to walking for the most vulnerable city dwellers are
beginning to give rise to public policies, some of which are innovative.
One example is the "Senderos seguros: camina libre, camina segura"
project, which was implemented in the municipality of Iztapalapa (Mexico
City) and subsequently extended to the rest of the metropolis. We invite
contributions that critically analyze such emerging policies.
Civil society is also beginning to address the issue of inequalities related
to walking. Numerous NGOs are developing around this issue, and
mobilizations are springing up. We are interested in work analyzing these
mobilizations, their actors, and their modes of action.

Materializing Ableism: Walkability, Visual Impairment, and the
Everyday Architectural Barrier of Calçada Portuguesa
È Dr. Fabio Bertoni  (Instituto de Ciências Sociais - Universidade de
Lisboa)

Walking as method and subject: investigating vulnerability,
intersectionality and inequality in cities of the Global South and
North
È Dr. Priscila Izar (University of the Witwatersrand) , Dr. Alexandra
Halligey (University of the Witwatersrand) , Dr. Margot Rubin (University
of Cardiff) , Prof. Sarah Charlton  (University of the Witwatersrand)

Walking as an affective practice: empirical explorations
È Dr. Miguel Angel Aguilar Díaz (Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana-
Iztapalapa) , Dr. Guénola Capron  (Universidad Autónoma
Metropolitana - Azcapotzalco)

A Multidimensional Framework for Walking in Cities
È Dr. Dorcas Nthoki Nyamai  (TU Dortmund University)

Subaltern walkscapes: Comparing women domestic workersÕ
mobility for work in Mumbai and Lima
È Dr. Himanshu Burte  (Indian Institute of Technology Bombay) , Mr.
Daniel Ramírez Corzo N. (PUCP, Lima), Ms. Nisha Nair  (Indian Institute
of Technology Bombay) , Ms. Fanel Contreras Guevara (PUCP, Lima)

14:00 Workshop : AMC 2 - Slot1
Urban Historians Speaking Back to Urban Social Theory: A
Discussion of ÔThe Cambridge History of Urban EuropeÕ (1/2)
Venue - HS 05
Organised by: Prof. Stijn Oosterlynck (Panel Chair), Prof. Patrick Le Galès
(Panel Chair), Dr. Patrick Lanschner (Panel Chair), Mona Harb
(Discussant), Bert de Munck (Discussant), and Prof. Liza Weinstein
(Discussant)
Although urban studies prides itself on interdisciplinarity, sustained
conversations across its various disciplines remain rare (Wolman et al.,
2024). Despite shared thematic interests and the conviction that the
'urban' cannot be understood through a single discipline, scholarly
knowledge tends to be siloed. This is especially true for urban history
and contemporary urban studies fields such as urban sociology. Though
they originated from "a single field of discourse," they have long diverged
(Sewell, 2005), reinforced by institutional separations in research units,
conferences, and publication circuits.

Nonetheless, urban social theorists have consistently drawn on urban
history. From Weber's comparative-historical method to understand the
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Western city (Weber, [1958] 1966), to postcolonial critiques of Eurocentric
urban discourses (Roy, 2015), history has informed theory. Urban
historians, too, engage with social theory (Prak, 2018), yet, as Sewell
notes, they "rarely speak back," prompting his call that "social theory
badly needs a serious infusion of historical habits of mind" (Sewell, 2005:
6).

This double 'Author Meets Critics' session seeks to foster dialogue
between urban historians and urban social theorists, placing historical
analysis at the heart of urban theory. Given the complexity of
interdisciplinary exchange, two sessions are proposed to allow for
deeper intellectual engagement. Both sessions will center on the
forthcoming edited volume The Cambridge History of Urban Europe, to
be published in autumn 2025. Spanning three volumes, the work
combines rich empirical history with theoretical reflections on cities,
comparison, citizenship, governance, globalization, and capitalism.

The first session will focus on Volume 2: Medieval and Early Modern
Europe, covering European urbanism from 700 to 1850, edited by Patrick
Lanschner and Maarten Prak. The editors (attendance confirmed) will
present the volume's main arguments. Discussants will then explore its
contributions to urban social theory, particularly regarding citizenship,
capitalism, comparison, Weber, and the singularity of urban Europe. 

This session will be chaired and organized by Stijn Oosterlynck.

The second session will address Volume 3: Modern and Contemporary
Europe, edited by Dorothee Brantz and Gabor Sonkoly. Topics such as
urban citizenship, mobility, and governance-central to both historians
and sociologists-will be discussed in light of current authoritarian politics
and assimilationist policies. The session will explore how historical
thinking can illuminate the present and suggest alternative forms of
urban citizenship and governance. 

Editors will introduce the volume's arguments, followed by contributions
from Mona Harb (Political Science, Beirut Urban Lab), Jenny Robinson
(Geography, UCL), Stijn Oosterlynck (Sociology, Antwerp), and Rosemary
Wakeman (History, Fordham; attendance confirmed). This session will be
chaired and organized by Patrick Le Galès.

Urban Historians Speaking Back to Urban Social Theory: A
Discussion of ÔThe Cambridge History of Urban EuropeÕ
È Prof. Stijn Oosterlynck  (University of Antwerp) , Prof. Patrick Le Galès
(Sciences Po Paris), Dr. Patrick Lanschner  (University College London) ,
Dr. Dorothee Brantz  (TU Berlin) , Dr. Gabor Sonkoly (Paris Institute for
Advanced Study)

14:00 Oral : #67-1/4
#67 Inclusive Cities. Reading inclusion challenges through the lens
of urban space (1/4)
Venue - HS 07
Organised by: Carolina Pacchi (Convenor) and Silvia Gullino (Convenor)
Cities are dynamic and contested spaces where global challenges
converge-social inequality, environmental degradation, economic
disparities, and political tensions- all converge more acutely. Urban
spaces are not the backdrop of these issues, rather a central arena where
they are produced, experienced and potentially addressed.

This panel seeks multidisciplinary contributions that apply a spatial lens
to understand how inclusion is made, unmade and remade. By focusing
on spatiality, this session aims to illuminate how inclusiveness is not only
a social or political framework, but also a lived experience profoundly
shaped by urban form, infrastructure, governance, and everyday
interactions.

We invite contributions that critically examine how cities can be sites of
inclusiveness-where diverse populations coexist, access rights and
opportunities equitably, and where innovative policies are tested to
tackle intersecting social, environmental, economic, and political issues.
We invite scholars, practitioners, and policymakers working across urban
studies, geography, sociology, environmental science, planning, and
related fields to engage with themes that foreground spatiality as both a
lens and a means in addressing inclusiveness challenges.

Key Themes and Sub-themes:
- Spatial Dynamics of Social Inclusion and Exclusion: How do urban
spatial arrangements, segregation, and accessibility shape belonging and
marginalisation in cities? What roles do housing, transport, and public
space play in reinforcing or disrupting social equity?
- Environmental Justice in Urban Contexts: How are climate risks,
pollution, and green space unevenly distributed across urban areas? How
can spatial tools support more just environmental policies?
- Economic Inclusion and Urban Spatial Economies: What are the spatial
dimensions of economic opportunity and disadvantage? How do
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location, zoning, and redevelopment affect job access, informal
economies, and resilience?
- Political Geography and Governance of Inclusive Cities: How do
governance, participation, and spatial control influence inclusive urban
futures? What role do policies, planning, and citizen engagement play in
shaping equitable cities?

Research Questions:
¥ In what ways does a spatial lens reveal the complex intersectional
nature of social, economic, environmental, and political challenges in
urban contexts?
¥ How can urban policies and planning integrate principles of spatial
justice to promote inclusiveness across diverse populations?
¥ What spatial methods (e.g., GIS, spatial ethnography, participatory
mapping) best capture lived experiences of urban inclusion/exclusion?
¥ How are global challenges (e.g. climate change, migration, digital
divides) spatially experienced in cities, and what innovative spatial
interventions respond effectively?

Methods, Theories, and Approaches Invited:
We welcome empirical, theoretical, and interdisciplinary work on spatial
inclusion in cities-ranging from GIS, ethnography, and participatory
methods to critical theories like spatial justice. Case studies and policy
analyses from global contexts are invited, particularly those examining
how planning and governance can promote more inclusive urban
futures. Empirical studies using qualitative, quantitative, or mixed spatial
methods, including GIS-based analyses, spatial data visualisations, spatial
ethnography, and participatory mapping.

This session aims to foster a robust dialogue among researchers and
practitioners who view cities as critical spatial arenas where complex
global challenges and inclusiveness intersect, offering pathways toward
equitable and sustainable urban lives for all.

What Makes a Park Inclusive? Lessons from Three London Parks
È Dr. Alexandra Gomes (LSE Cities, London School of Economics and
Political Science)

Experiences of Leisure, Governance and Protest in the coastline
spaces of Beirut
È Dr. Nadine Khayat (American University of Beirut) , Dr. Clare Rishbeth
(University of Sheffield)

Proximity, Mobility, and Urban Inclusion: A Spatial Analysis of
Transport Accessibility in Karlsruhe, Germany
È Ms. Lu Ke (Karlsruhe Institut für Technologie (KIT)), Prof. franziska x.
meinherz  (Insitute for Geography and Geoecology, Karlsruhe Institute
for Technology)

14:00 Oral : #7-1/4
#7 The housing-wealth-nexus. Inequality in the age of rentier
capitalism (1/4)
Venue - HS 16
Organised by: Agustín Cocola-Gant (Convenor), Sònia Vives Miró
(Convenor), and Georgia Alexandri (Convenor)
The overarching aim of this session is to explore how the consolidation of
housing as a key asset for storing and generating wealth is deepening
inequalities between property owners and non-owners. Over recent
decades, property ownership has become a central pillar of wealth
accumulation for both households and institutional investors, with rising
housing prices serving as a major driver of financial gains. However,
while some individuals and institutions have expanded their property
portfolios, evidence shows a simultaneous growth in the number of
households without any property at all. This dual trend underscores a
widening gap between landlords and tenants-an inequality particularly
visible in the current context of generation rent. Escalating house prices,
restrictive mortgage access, and stagnant wages have collectively
diminished homeownership opportunities, especially for younger
generations. As a result, increasing numbers are confined to the private
rental sector, facing conditions that make it ever more difficult to
transition to ownership. Moreover, the structure of the rental market-
where tenants continuously transfer income to landlords-functions as a
mechanism of upward wealth redistribution, reinforcing social
hierarchies and constraining the well-being and life trajectories of those
excluded from ownership.

In light of these dynamics, this session invites research papers and
theoretical contributions addressing the following key themes:

Wealth Extraction from Housing
Who are the key actors extracting wealth from housing, and through
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which mechanisms? To what extent is household wealth increasingly
derived from rentier practices? Which assets and real estate products-
such as private rentals, short-term and temporary accommodations, or
buy-to-leave investments, among others-are being used for wealth
accumulation, and by whom?

Wealth Inequality and Intersectionality
How does property ownership contribute to wealth inequality, and how
are these disparities mediated by class, gender, race, and age? In what
ways does housing function as a driver of impoverishment and social
stratification? How is generation rent experiencing economic and social
exclusion within increasingly financialised housing systems? What are the
spatial logics of housing-related inequalities? 

Alternative Futures
What policy measures could reassert housing's social function and curb
speculative investment? Which strategies and interventions can
effectively reduce housing inequalities and enhance affordability?

Rental housing and wealth extraction under subordinate
financialization: Actors and rentier strategies in Buenos Aires
È Prof. Carolina Gonzalez Redondo  (CONICET / UBA)

When Housing Becomes an Asset: Rental Crisis and Housing-
centered Rentierism in Turkey
È Dr. Ezgi Dogru  (Anadolu University) , Dr. ISIL EROL (Ozyegin
University)

Generation Rent in the Americas: Intergenerational Inequalities
and the Reshaping of Housing Trajectories
È Dr. Francisca Bogolasky (Universidad de Chile), Dr. Adriana Marín
Toro (Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaiso) , Dr. Kristine
Stiphany  (State University of New York at Buffalo)

On mutually reinforcing rental assets and their owners: carving
up unequal urban space through more and less financialisation
È Ms. Carola Ludovica Giannotti Mura  (University of Milan-Bicocca)

Beyond subordination: Opening the boundaries of housing
financialisation in Argentina
È Dr. Simone Tulumello  (Instituto de Ciências Sociais, Universidade de
Lisboa), Dr. Agustín David Wilner  (Università degli Studi di Milano-
Bicocca, KU Leuven)

14:00 Oral : #84-1/2
#84 Visual and Co-Creative Methods in Urban Studies: Rethinking
Spaces Through Arts-Based Inquiry (1/2)
Venue - HS 21
Organised by: Helena Segarra (Convenor) and Miriam Haselbacher
(Convenor)
Visual and co-creative arts-based methods have gained increasing
recognition in urban research for their capacity to challenge dominant
epistemologies, capture lived experiences, and amplify
underrepresented voices (Carpenter and Horvath, 2022; Trafí-Prats and
Castro-Varela, 2022; Kroismayr et al., 2025). These methods also offer an
entry point into understanding space not merely as a container or static
backdrop, but as an ongoing production shaped by social, material, and
symbolic interactions (Lefebvre, 1991; Massey, 2005). This session
critically engages with arts-based methodologies and 1) its potentials in
enabling nuanced readings of space across diverse geographies, be they
metropolitan neighborhoods, peri-urban zones, rural spaces, or
borderlands, without reifying rigid spatial categories and with 2) its limits
due to e.g. material and political factors as well as tensions between arts
and science (Heines et al., 2024).

By bringing together contributions that expand and diversify the
methodological toolkit of urban studies, this session explores how visual
and co-creative methods illuminate spatial continuities, tensions, and
overlaps. For instance, how might arts-based research contribute to
understanding cities and urban life? How do co-creative methods reveal
power dynamics, shifting land use, contested identities, or environmental
concerns? How can participatory processes reframe local knowledge in
ways that disrupt official narratives of spatial development or neglect?
What methodologies facilitate the participation of underrepresented
groups in urban research? Furthermore, we consider the methodological
and ethical implications of working co-creatively with communities. What
does it mean to "collaborate" in contexts shaped by power asymmetries,
historical marginalization, or extractive research legacies? How can
researchers remain accountable to the communities they engage with,
and how might artistic practices offer alternative routes to reciprocity,
care, and long-term engagement?
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In this session we welcome contributions that grapple with such
questions and invite scholars, practitioners, and artists to explore the
role of visual and co-creative methods in urban spaces and beyond. By
centering artistic and participatory practices, we seek to examine how
visual tools, such as photography, video, mapping, drawing, and print, as
well as collaborative processes, such as co-design, walking interviews,
and community-based installations, can offer situated, affective, and
embodied insights into spatial experiences and transformations.

We invite submissions that engage with, but are not limited to, the
following themes:

¥ Visual explorations of space, place, and identity
¥ Arts-based research that studies contested, negotiated and (re)claimed
spaces 
¥ Reflections on the use of specific visual and co-creative methods and
their ethical implication 
¥ Potential and limits of visual arts-based approaches 
¥ Intersections of aesthetics, activism, and knowledge production
¥ engaging with alternative ways of perceiving and experiencing space,
moving beyond conventional spatial categories such as the urban-rural
divide

The session aims to foster dialogue across disciplines, including but not
limited to urban studies, geography, anthropology, visual sociology,
design, and the arts. By focusing on the creative and collaborative
dimensions of spatial research, this session seeks to open up new
methodological horizons that can reframe how we understand and
engage with complex, interconnected geographies.

Mapping, Walking, Drawing and Remembering: A Feminist Visual
Assemblage
È Mrs. Marta Maria Nicolazzi (Università degli Studi di Milano)

Transgender Gazes on the City through Visual-Participatory
Research
È Dr. Maria Cristina Bayon (Instituto de Investigaciones Sociales.
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México)

ÒThis system was not made for usÓ: Systems thinking and zine-
making as participatory methodologies in tenant organizing and
housing justice research
È Ms. Madeline Mesich (Independent Researcher)

Decolonial Reflections on Participatory Arts Based Visual
Worksheets in Research on Housing Precarity
È Mrs. Katerina Canigova (Masaryk University)

Beyond methodological idealism: Exploring the limitations of
creative methods in research with precariously positioned
migrants
È Ms. Franca Roeschert  (University of Greenwcih)

14:00 Oral : #22-1/2
#22 Morphologies of Mobility: Spatial Form, Movement, and Urban
Inequality (1/2)
Venue - HS 27
Organised by: Krity Gera (Convenor) and Gerhard Bruyns (Convenor)
Urban morphology, the physical form, layout, and evolution of cities,
plays a decisive role in shaping everyday mobilities, yet this relationship
remains under-explored in urban studies. Mobility is not only about the
capacity to move but also about how movement constitutes social
identities, belonging, and exclusion. The structuring force of space
shapes everyday life, modes of displacement and production, and
opportunities for social participation (Harvey, 1989; Kaufmann, 2002).
Beyond physical characteristics, economic and socio-cultural processes
of urban form impact everyday mobility through new forms of
knowledge and social connections (Panerai et al., 2004). Understanding
how morphology channels, constrains, or enables mobility, and vice
versa, is vital for addressing questions of inequality and justice in
contemporary urban contexts.

This is especially pressing in the Global South, where rapid, often
unregulated urbanisation produces informal settlements, fragmented
infrastructures, and uneven development. Here, mobility is deeply
conditioned by spatial form, which can exacerbate socio-economic
exclusion, limit access to livelihoods and services, and reinforce gendered
or class-based constraints. Conversely, these morphologies also reveal
practices of resilience and survival, as residents carve out alternative
mobilities and reshape space through everyday action. Global migration
flows, climate change-induced displacements, and shifting urban
economies further demand attention to how morphology
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and mobility interact. Moving beyond the "triple crisis" (Sheller, 2018) to
consider emerging polycrisis, it is crucial to highlight new inequalities and
challenges in socio-spatial mobilities. The rapid proliferation of
technologies and big data through AI, machine learning, and neural
networks requires urgent examination of the intricate relationship
between urban morphology and mobilities. While these tools expand
analytical capacity, they also introduce epistemological and ethical
challenges that may reproduce inequalities.

Building on these discussions, we pose two central questions: What are
the consequences of the interrelationship between mobility and urban
morphology? How does this relationship produce new forms of
inequalities and/or offer insights for more inclusive and connected urban
futures? We invite papers that explore not only how built form structures
movement but also how mobility practices resist, adapt to, or transform
morphologies. By bringing together diverse methodological and
theoretical perspectives, this session foregrounds the importance of
morphology-mobility linkages as a critical frontier for urban research.

We welcome contributions focused on, but not limited to, the following
sub-themes and guiding questions:

1. Centre-Periphery: How do morphological differences between urban
cores and peripheries shape mobility, access, and inequality?
2. Global North vs Global South: How do morphology-mobility relations
unfold across diverse urban contexts?
3. Migration and Marginalisation: How do migrants and marginalised
groups navigate or transform morphological constraints in their everyday
mobilities?
4. Lived Identities: How do urban forms influence lived experiences of
movement, belonging, and identity across gender, class, and culture?
5. Emerging Practices: How do informal or tactical spatial practices
reshape urban form and mobility systems?
6. The Role of Technology: How are AI, big data, and digital tools
redefining morphology-mobility analysis, and what ethical challenges
follow?
7. Exploratory Methods and Future Research: Which innovative,
participatory, or sensory methods best reveal mobility inequality guided
by spatial form?

Inclusive Periphery or Liberal Core? Gender Segregation and
Regional Inequality in Creative Occupations
È Dr. Emil Israel (Technion-Israel Institute of Technology) , Dr. Tal Feder
(Technion-Israel Institute of Technology)

The Design and Planning of Colonialism: Exiles in their own lands
È Mr. Mike Harrington  (The New School for Social Research)

Morphologies of inclusion? Walking experiences along a
repurposed railway corridor in Helsinki
È Dr. Christine Mady  (Aalto University)

ObjectiveÐPerceived Walkability Gaps: Evidence from Safety and
Aesthetic Indicators in Çanakkale City Center
È Ms. Araf Oyku Turken  (Yildiz Technical University) , Dr. Cenk
Hamamcioglu  (Yildiz Technical University)

14:00 Oral : #103-1/4
#103 Regeneration and the Remaking of Urban Inequalities (1/4)
Venue - HS 30
Organised by: Prof. Paul Watt (Convenor) and Zheng Wang (Convenor)
Regeneration has been a prominent feature of urban development
across cities in the Global North and South for several decades. Whilst
regeneration discourses are spatially specific, their broad underlying
contours are fairly consistent, i.e. physical redevelopment promoted by
the state with variable levels of private sector fiscal and governmental
involvement. Regeneration is often associated with the remaking of
urban inequalities, for example via enhancing processes of state-led
gentrification in the Global North (Watt and Smets, 2017; Morris, 2019;
Watt, 2021), or through large-scale resettlements in the Global South and
East (Goodfellow et al.; Wang, 2022; Williams et al., 2022). In this session,
we wish to highlight the manifold ways that regeneration reshapes
contemporary landscapes of urban inequalities, which may include
gentrification but is by no means restricted to gentrification-related
issues. Hence, we are interested in theoretical, methodological and
empirical research papers which explore how regeneration remakes
urban inequalities along class, racial/ethnic, gender, disability, religious
and intersectional lines, and this includes the spatial contours of such
social inequalities. 

Some of the research questions that we are interested in include:
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¥ 'what are the aims of regeneration projects vis-à-vis urban
inequalities?'; 
¥ 'how do the end results of regeneration change such inequalities?'; 'how
do these changes match onto the original regeneration aims?'; 
¥ 'to what extent do urban political economies determine or pre-
determine how regeneration reshapes inequalities'; 
¥ 'how does contestation and resistance from below affect the manner in
which regeneration reshapes urban inequalities'; 
¥ 'does regeneration produce socially uneven inequalities in that some
inequalities are ameliorated whilst others are enhanced or vice versa?; 
¥ 'do certain types of regeneration exacerbate urban inequalities more
than others?'; and 'what are the policy implications of regeneration vis-a-
vis urban inequalities?
¥ 'One theme which could be explored is how the temporal process of
regeneration unfolds over time - often elongating way beyond the
original deadlines - and therefore 'how does such regeneration
elongation itself change urban inequalities?' 

We are interested in papers which explore the above themes and
questions using a range of methods and theoretical approaches.

Regeneration Through Exclusion: How Territorial Stigmatisation
Remakes Urban Inequalities in Riga, Latvia
È Mrs. Veronika Abdian  (LSE Inequalities and Social Science)

Beyond Gentrification: Urban Regeneration, Temporal
Displacement, and the Reproduction of Urban Inequality in
Tarlaba"õ, Istanbul, Turkey
È Ms. Elifsu Sahin (Istanbul University)

Megaprojects and the Afterlives of Displacement: Co-production
and the Remaking of Urban Inequality in JakartaÕs Kampung
Redevelopment
È Dr. Tessa Talitha  (Institut Teknologi Bandung) , Ms. Galuh Nastiti
Prameswari  (Institut Teknologi Bandung)

Cultural Regeneration: Place-making, territoriality, and belonging
in Wembley Park
È Ms. Sara Rodriguez  (Birkbeck, University of London)

An Ethnography of Conflicting Values of Urban Regeneration
È Mx. Catherine Polishchuk  (University of Vienna)

14:00 Oral : #1-1/4
#1 Youth, (Un)Care and the City (1/4)
Venue - HS 31
Organised by: Rachel Almeida (Convenor), Prof. Sabine Knierbein
(Convenor), and Dr. Nir Cohen (Convenor)
In much of the world, young people have been systematically excluded
from decision-making processes concerning urban development and
public spaces. Whether through social and territorial marginalisation or
through the invisibility of their experiences in policy design, youth are
often reduced to "secondary users" of urban spaces, if not treated as a
threat to public order. Such a perspective overlooks the fact that young
people are protagonists in the social production of space, elaborating
creative practices, modes of circulation, everyday resistances, and
political mobilisations that fundamentally challenge and reconfigure
ways of inhabiting the city.

Far from being passive recipients of urban policies, youth constitute
themselves as both collective and individual subjects who articulate
desires, practices of care, distinctive aesthetics, and insurgent forms of
belonging. Whether through peripheral cultural production, the
reappropriation of squares, streets, and public facilities, the experience
of new gendered forms of belonging, the creative use of digital
technologies, or the building of networks of solidarity and community
support, young people exercise careful agency over urban space. These
practices, often rendered invisible by formal policies, reveal dynamics
that expand the notion of the right to the city towards debates about
urban un(care), question exclusionary logics, and challenge hegemonic
models of urban planning.
This session brings together contributions that explore the role of youth
in the social production of space and in forms of political incidence
across distinct geopolitical contexts. We are interested in understanding
how factors such as territory, race, class, gender, education, and
generation interact to shape the experiences of youth, influencing their
practices of use, access, and appropriation of urban space. Equally
relevant are analyses of how mobility, safety, technology, and social
media affect the presence and organisation of youth in urban space, and
their creative and collective responses to these challenges.

We are especially interested in the role of peripheral youth as
intellectuals, resisting artists, and cultural agents who shape new urban
horizons through different forms of solidarity and care, as well as
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innovative and aesthetic types of cultural products. This insurgent
knowledge, especially when emerging from the margins, has the
potential to influence public debate and inform more caring and
democratic urban alternatives. 
The session welcomes methodological explorations that articulate youth-
oriented research, practice, and collaborative action, such as socio-
spatial workshops, mappings, focus groups, exhibitions, and other forms
of co-production of knowledge with young people and local communities
that seek to combine embodied and virtual spaces into 'vireal' spaces of
youth.

We seek contributions that combine empirical analyses, methodological
advances, and theoretical reflections, exploring both localised case
studies and complementary or transnational approaches. Of particular
interest is the promotion of dialogue between researchers, artists,
activists, and policymakers working in the fields of youth, urban space,
and collective care. By emphasising creative practices, conflicts and
possibilities of transformation led by young people, this session sheds
light on under-recognised dimensions of youthful urban life and
contributes to the construction of fairer cities learning from the new
forms of literacy that young people bring along.

Growing Up Informal: Youth, Public Space, and Political
Positioning
È Dr. Jaime Hernandez-Garcia  (Pontificia Universidad Javeriana)

Educating for the Right to the City: Youth, Urban Citizenship, and
the Co-Production of Urban Knowledge in a Brazilian Oil City
È Dr. Ana Paula Soares Carvalho (Universidade Federal Fluminense)

From Control to Care: Critical Perspectives from the Global South
in Reformulating Governance and Policy Responses on Street-
Connected Youth
È Dr. Paroj Banerjee  (University College London)

Uncertain Certainty: Youth Participation in Urban Governance
Amid LebanonÕs polycrises
È Ms. Joana Dabaj (Catalytic Action) , Mr. Hady Naal (Catalytic Action) ,
Dr. Clara Siagian (University College London (UCL)), Prof. Andrea Rigon
(University College London (UCL))

Youth Managed Assets as Enablers of Care Initiatives. A case
study in Barcelona
È Dr. Marina Pera (Universitat Oberta de Catalunya)

14:00 Oral : #17-1/3
#17 Climate adaptation from below: community-led responses to
environmental challenges in the Global South (1/3)
Venue - HS 32
Organised by: Dr. Francesca Ferlicca (Convenor), Dr. Sonia Roitman
(Convenor), and Dr. Jakub Galuszka (Convenor)
Cities in the Global South face disproportionate impacts from climate
change, environmental degradation, and extreme weather events, often
exacerbating existing urban inequalities. While top-down climate
adaptation strategies dominate policy discourse, grassroots initiatives led
by communities, neighbourhood organizations, and informal networks
represent crucial yet underrepresented responses to environmental
challenges within the mainstream discussion to environmental
challenges. These community-led adaptations emerge from the lived
experiences of urban residents confronting daily environmental risks,
from flooding in informal settlements to heat stress in dense urban
areas.

This session explores how communities in the Global South develop
strategies for climate adaptation, challenging traditional narratives that
position marginalized urban populations solely as vulnerable victims
rather than active agents of change. We examine how these bottom-up
initiatives intersect with, complement, or contest formal adaptation
policies, revealing tensions between community knowledge and
institutional approaches.

Key themes and research questions we invite include:

¥ Theoretical frameworks: How do community-led adaptation practices
challenge and offer alternatives to dominant paradigms dominant
climate governance paradigms? What theoretical lenses (from urban
studies, development studies, 
environmentaljustice,decolonial theory) best capture these dynamics?
¥ Methodological approaches: How can researchers and communities
ethically document and analyze community-led initiatives? What
participatory methodologies reveal community adaptation knowledge?
How do we avoid extractive research practices?
¥ Spatial dimensions: How do informal settlements, peripheral
neighborhoods, and marginalized urban areas develop place-specific
adaptation strategies? What role do urban informality, precarity, and
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spatial inequalities play in shaping community responses? What are the
counter-productive effects of top-down approaches that use climate
adaptation as an excuse to relocate communities? How can communities
challenge resettlement paradigms through innovative in-situ solutions
that question conventional imperatives around flood zones and other
environmental risk areas while maintaining their social networks and
territorial attachments?
¥ Social networks and organizing: What forms of collective action,
solidarity, and mutual aid and support emerge around environmental
challenges? How do gender, ethnicity, class, disabilty and migration
status influence participation in adaptation initiatives?
¥ Knowledge systems: How do communities combine traditional
ecological knowledge, everyday experiences, and external resources?
What tensions arise between local and experiential knowledge and
technical expertise?
¥ Policy interfaces: How do community initiatives engage with, resist, or
remain invisible to formal governance structures? What opportunities
exist for scaling up or institutionalizing community-led practices?
¥ Cross-regional perspectives: How do community adaptation strategies
vary across different contexts in the Global South (Latin America, Africa,
Asia and Asia Pacific)? What comparative insights emerge from diverse
urban environments?

We welcome contributions from various disciplines including urban
studies, geography, anthropology, sociology, environmental studies, and
development studies. We encourage papers based on ethnographic
research, participatory methods, action research, and comparative
approaches. We particularly seek contributions that center community
voices and experiences while critically examining power dynamics in
climate adaptation processes.
This session aims to foster comparative discussions about community
agency in environmental governance, contributing to broader debates
about urban inequalities, environmental justice, and alternative
pathways for sustainable urban development in the Global South.

Intersecting injustices: investigating the role of identity,
infrastructure planning and governance in experiences of
disasters in IndiaÕs cities.
È Ms. Vineetha Nalla (University of Toronto)

A relational perspective on agency within contexts of deepening
inequities: tracing community responses to eviction and flooding
in Metro Manila
È Dr. Nazia Hussain  (University of Tokyo), Dr. Carmeli Marie Chaves
(The School of Urban and Regional Planning, the University of the
Philippines)

Adaptation from Below: Community Responses to Flood Risk in an
Informal Settlement in Coastal Peru
È Ms. Luzgélik Delgado Guerrero  (Universitat Internacional de
Catalunya (UIC), Barcelona, Spain), Dr. Carmen Mendoza Arroyo
(Universitat Internacional de Catalunya (UIC), Barcelona, Spain)

Addressing Informal Process in Urban Climate Governance
System: a multiple case study on global south
È Mr. JOSE VITOR GOMES DOS SANTOS (Fundação Getulio Vargas)

14:00 Oral : #10-1/3
#10 The digital frontier (1/3)
Venue - HS 34
Organised by: Prof. Justus Uitermark (Convenor) and Ayona Datta
(Convenor)
This session explores digitization in motion and across space. It examines
how digital technologies-from artificial intelligence and social media
platforms to digital archives-enter into and transform previously
analogue life worlds and domains.

Research on digital urbanism shows that corporations and governments
deploy digital technologies to expand control, extract data, and
commodify social life. From dating to volunteering, and from taxi rides to
land registration, digital infrastructures enable the extension of
corporate and governmental power deep into everyday life. This session
asks how places, institutions, and relationships are reconfigured through
such technologies. 

We understand this digital reconfiguration through the notion of the
digital frontier. The frontier metaphor highlights processes of expansion:
digital technologies enumerate subjects once uncountable, render visible
territories once unmapped, and organize political, economic, and social
relations previously outside digital grids.

Yet this frontier is not simply a divide between advanced and primitive,
or formal and informal. While structural parallels with colonial frontiers
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remain, today's digital frontiers emerge in a different historical moment
and within new constellations of power. Colonial dynamics persist, but in
a postcolonial and multipolar world where American and European
hegemony is waning. Power relations are often complex: workers or
residents sometimes resist digitization but at other times embrace it.
While platforms' logics of extraction, commodification, and control
permeate social worlds, their advance is never smooth or uniform:
wherever digital technologies expand, their operations are contested,
reshaped, and transformed.

We invite submissions that examine the digital frontier in different
geographical contexts and domains. From the contention over viral food
spots or wanghong attractions to disputes over land registration and gig
work: we are interested in exploring a wide range of cases to examine
general dynamics as well as variations and particularities. We are open to
all methods, ranging from computational analyses that chart digital
inequalities to deep ethnographies that explore digitization in place, and
from cartographic methods that map uneven digitization across space to
action research.

Stitching Standards: AI, Labour, and the Geopolitics of African
Aesthetics
È Dr. Jun Wang (City University of Hong Kong)

Exhausting Frontiers of Dis/Connection in the UK's Asylum System
È Dr. Hannah Morgan  (Oxford University)

Nocturnal Urbanism and the Digital Frontier: Smart Lighting,
Sensory Governance, and Infrastructural Power
È Dr. Nitin Bathla  (University of Zurich)

The datafied migrant home as a new digital frontier in Santiago,
Chile
È Dr. Laura Neville  (University College London (UCL))

14:00 Oral : #11-1/4
#11 Invisible Citizens: Experiencing and Resisting Exclusion in the
Contemporary City (1/4)
Venue - B.I.G. HS
Organised by: Prof. Anna Domaradzka (Convenor) and Nina Wróblewska
(Convenor)
Cities are places of complex coexistence, where people from different
social, cultural, and cognitive backgrounds come together in shared
public spaces (Fincher and Iveson 2008, Gehl 2010). Unfortunately, these
spaces are not always adapted to the needs of all city residents. Many
people experience forms of exclusion that remain invisible to
policymakers, urban planners, and researchers (Soja 2010, Wilson and
Tewdwr-Jones 2021). These 'hidden inequalities' can manifest in various
ways, including cognitive or sensory exclusion (Imrie 2011), as well as
more visible economic, social, or spatial barriers (Lefebvre 1991, Young
1990).

Some urban citizens are more prone to become 'invisible' - this includes
neuroatypical individuals, people with disabilities or mental health
issues, women, elderly, members of LGBTQ+ community, migrants,
unhoused people and other minorities and equity-seeking groups
(Hamraie 2017, Kitchin 1998). Their exclusion is not always overt or
intentional, yet it often becomes embedded in the infrastructure,
services, and discourses that shape the city (Fainstein 2010, Harvey
2008). This can lead to subtle but profound limitations in navigating
public space, accessing city services, participating in policymaking and
feeling a sense of belonging (Mitchell 2003).

Growing social, economic, and environmental challenges are increasing
the urgency of addressing these forms of inequality (UN-Habitat 2020).
Urban expansion, population shifts into major cities, digital
transformation, and climate change are reshaping urban life in ways that
increase the vulnerability of groups already at risk of exclusion
(Anguelovski et al. 2018, Blokland et al. 2015). Research shows that
diversity and the inclusion of disadvantaged groups are not only matters
of social justice, but also essential for building more resilient, democratic,
and innovative urban environments (Fainstein 2010, Meerow et al. 2016,
Soja 2010).

This session aims to create a space for dialogue on how hidden
inequalities are produced and experienced, as well as how they are
addressed or resisted. We particularly encourage interdisciplinary
perspectives and case studies from different geographical, political and
ethnical contexts, especially those that are rarely represented in
mainstream academic discourse.
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